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2003 St Louis Missouri JFO Convention

The 25th Anniversary Convention is 3 months away. Registration is in Ta
er with

back of this issue. If you are thinking about coming please go ahead and regis

hotel. Cutoff date is March 9th (they will have rooms after this date but maybe hot at

the $49 room rate for JFO). Just daB00-2-RAMADA or call the Hotel direct at-1

314-291-5100 (location is the Ramada Inn St Louis Airport). Let them know yol are

with Just For Openers to obtain the $49 room rate. For members who plan on fly
you are down to one option and that is mailing your openers and corkscrews to|e
Art Santen or your editor as Pat and | will be driving. If you are mailing them try t

ing
ither
(0]

do so by the March 31st and ship them by insured priority mail. Effective January 1

airlines require that all bags being checked in are unlocked. You could still chet
them in and have them in the airplane cargo area but you would be taking a big

chance. Absolutely no openers or corkscrews can be carried on. So please plan in
advance.
P-30-2
Anheuser-Busch
Most JFO members on eBay saw m
purchase this B Barmount. Sure it
was the most | have ever paid for
opener or corkscrew ($843). But | h
to have it. Looks nice in my
showcase. There is one pictured in
AnheuseiBusch book and a corkscrew
collector has just the plate. A rare bird and a great looking
corkscrew. As | always tell Pat, it is only money.
00000000000 Member 6s oldpPdadtosd 6 &
This is short and sweet. As far as | know everyone is doing well except for longtime
member Russ Harding who has not been doing well health wise the last few mgnths.
Russ is the brother of Judy Jay and we hope he improves so he can make the 5t Louis
convention. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Russ.
0000 dd Art Santen Opener Museum Tour at His House 90 6 @
For anyone attending the JFO Convention, Art Santen is offering a two hour todr|of
his vast opener collection (close to 30,000 and counting with a lot of nice displays
He can allow up to 225 for each tour and the registration form has cludtskfor the|
available time sl ots. It i s one tojur vy
day or Friday and we will work out travel (maps) to his house at the convention
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AStarr X Collection Being in the Righ

The first of November | had the pleas
ure of meeting a local soda collector
who shall remain anonymous for the
article. The month before he had the
good fortune of buying the Starr X cc
lection which was mounted on an olc
wooden board and shown in the thre
pictures to the right.

Casey as | will call this collector had
known that a dealer at a local flea mj
ket had some Starr X openers for sa
but he always seemed to forgetto b
them to the flea market. Casey said
that finally at one flea market this pa
fall he sees the dealer and asks whe
are the openers? They were not on
table but the dealer said they are lea
ing against a tree behind me. Sure
enough there was
said he was amazed at what was on
board. The dealer came out and sai
wanted a $1000 for the collection.
even told Casey that he had the collé¢
tion at the big Hillsville flea market t
first of September and someone had
offered him $800 but he turned it
down.

atier

Let your editor interject that as | hea
this story | was
Who would be dumb enough to walk
away from this board for a $1000 if
they knew anything about openers.
The sad part was | was at Hillsville a
I didndét see thi
lifetime opportunity missed. Oh well

Casey continues by saying he told t ~ ] X — Sl
dealer that was more than he wantec (.";‘_ = B e A I N
pay (talk about being greedy). He gel/ fa W j A i
the dealerdés car
wants to think about and call him.
Again someone walks away from this st : .
collection. That night Casey calls an Lz2=0 S S AE) n — g
tells the dealer he wants to pay $700fEas< 4 o -l =
Now usually in this situation, my luck
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AStarr X Collection Being in the Right F
is the dealer tells me to get lost. He says the dealer hesitated and then they negotiated some more before pettling o
price of $750 for the board. Casey is excited and says he will come to the flea market and pay the dealer. [The deals
says that would be fine and he left the board at his table in the field with a towel over it. Just hearing this pdrt gave
me a heart attack, but the next day Casey became the lucky owner of this awesome collection. The dealerhad col-
lected them for many years and decided it was time to sell.

A reasonable estimate of the board is $2$08 0 0 O . Casey soilOdb tome eBiade f Mg u rHt8
his expenses). Most of the rest of the openers went into his collection. Three other very tough Starr openefs were o
the board, a Long Neck fABig Boyo, a Long Neck ABig I
Rock with a corkscrew. Anyway you figure it this was one great collection. Even in 2002 great openers turf up and

despite all of the books, eBay and general information available, you can still get some great deals.

January New Members, Renewals, Address Changes & Corrections
Just For Openers Current Members: 275 (New Member Numbers 1016  -1022)

Mem [ Last Name | First Spouse | Street City Stat | Zip Phone E-Mail Specialties/
# Name e (Sponsaor)
1019 | Billesbach | Joe 920 Sharon Rd Beatrice NE | 68310-3026 |402-223-4535 | joe- US Beer Open-
W402-223- budl@ch | ers (Alex Redl)
5139 arter.net
1018 | Dragon Adam Eliza PO Box 94 113 | Hadley MA | 01035-0094 |413-584-2840 |aem- US Beer (New
Bay Rd dragon3 England & New
@msn.co | York), Steinie
m Bottles, Bottle
caps
763 | Ellison Dana Caye 1493 East Hill Rd | Ludlow VT | 05149-9623 |802-228-3196 |el- Older Cork-
(Address lisd@tds. | screws & All
Change) net Advertising
Openers
865 | Fisher John PO Box 953 Mechan- MD | 20659-0953 | 301-290-1753 | burn- Pennsylvania
(Address icsville toak@ear | Openers & Mi-
Change) thlink.net | cros
1022 | Kreul Royce | Karen 152 S Burr Oak Oregon WI | 53575-1367 | 608-835-7325 |kreulr@a | General, Cast
Ave C608-438- ol.com Iron Figurals
2693 (Longtime
FBOC Member),
Wall Mounts,
Anri Bottle
Stoppers

1016 | Lauver Gary Linda 713 Athens Cv Belton TX | 76513-4874 |254-780-2349 | lIglau- US Beer & Can
ver@spri | Openers from
ntmail.co | Small Brewer-
m ies, Texas,

Oklahoma
1021 | Ostern- Carl 1480 County Craig NE | 68019-5034 |402-377-2782 US Beer, Soda,
dorff Road 21 Can Openers
(Internet)

1017 | Rump Bill 362 Hexie Rd Markleton | PA | 15551-8616 |814-926-3009 | cobalt- US Beer, Soda
bluel4@h | (Mostly PA)
otmail.co | (Ben Hoffman)
m

1020 | Solari Chris 3116 Stuart Ave Richmond | VA |[23221-2450 |804-353-0360 Can Openers

Apt 7 (Larry Moter)
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Spouseodos Corne

By Pat Stanl ey,
December 2002

Christmas Eve and what am | doing, starting my Spouse's Corner, so | won't be in a corner myself!!
The first thing | always do before | can write is make copies of the newsletters from the year under
review, this time 1992. John only has one original of the back issues and | need to mark up the arti-

cles as | read.

While making copies | especially enjoy looking at the pictures and reminiscing. There are so many
JFO stories behind each face, memories of conventions past and visits with JFO friends.

t

In the January issue, Ollie Hibbeler shared a true story. Seventy -five miles from home he found a P -

42 -1 in a junk shop the previous November. It wasn't priced and the person in charge would not sell

it without the owner, her sister, first pricing the item. Ollie pleaded for her to have her sister call him,

but was told that they don't have a phone. Then have her write and "please don't forget". Thanks-

giving, Christmas and New Years passed and no word from the junk shop. Another 150 miles in Janu-

ary to find the shop closed, same thing in March. In May it was open and the un - priced piece was in
the same place, but still the same lady and the same story.

In July the shop was closed again!! This time Ollie decided to recruit the help of the man who ran an
upholstery shop next door. He was a collector himself, his love was old bread toasters. His new
friend had the opener in hand within a few days and called Ollie collect. And so Ollie had the piece
and the man got a finders fee. $10 for the opener and gas to drive 1200 miles for all the return trips
in pursuit of one little opener.

Opener Trivia had some valuable tips for Coor's openers. You might determine the age of a Coor's
opener by the name. From 1934 -1945 it was known as Coors Golden Beer. After the war, their slo-
gan changed to "Fine Light Beer", then in the late 1940's, it became "America's Fine Light Beer". Also
make note that on the earlier Coors openers, the "s" on Coors does not have a tail, while on later Co-

ors openers it does.

During the war years, wooden openers came out with only a nail head to serve as the opener. We
didn't give up beer, but were willing to find an alternative to the metal openers used to open it!

Coors saved materials during the war by coming out with a Hostess bottle that served 1 -5 people. So
only one bottle cap was needed, rather than three. That cap could be removed with a wire opener
carefully so you could replace the cap tightly for later servings.

Lyle Feisel was the featured collector. He tucked away about a half -dozen church keys so they could
someday tell their grandchildren about the "olden times". Years later, after selling/giving away a lot

of things and moving cross  -country, they started frequenting garage sales and flea markets to pick up
some necessities. It wasn't long before they realized that his "little sampling of beer openers wouldn't

tell a very big part of the story!"...the stories of the breweries and the stories behind the each open-

ers itself (like Ollie's P -42-1).

The April Trivia had a notation that is even more interesting today than in 1992. | quickly scanned
the sketches to see just which one was described as "the mother of all bartender's tools", as it was
designed by Saddam Hussein for his troops during the War in the Gulf. It has a 3 1/2" blade for hand
to hand combat and a corkscrew to open the bottles during the post war celebration over the
"capitalist scum".

h e

I

Ed
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Spouseodos Corner

Ben Hoffman was the Collector of the Month in April. He was another one of those guys who started
collecting beer cans and had to switch to something smaller as space became an issue. He started
collecting openers in 1977 and didn't find out about our great JFO club until 1981. He's been to all
but one convention since his first show in 1987. His license plate is known to many "Openers". When
we were out in St. Jo for the 2001 Convention, there was an announcement that some keys had been
found. There must have been one of those miniature license plates on the key ring for they asked if
someone with the plate "Openers" had lost their keys. Ben quickly replied, "no" since they weren't
lost now!!!

The CCCC offered a Cookbook for Corkscrew Collectors in the April issue. Just asked John if he had
one. He doesn't. Any copies available, Joe Paradi?

Tom Zruno was the collector for July. In addition to discussing his collection that started in 1973, he
added that he was looking for a good woman!! Now Gary Deachman has wanted me to let the same
be known about him for some time when we talk to him. Didn't know quite how to slip that into the
newsletter, but this gave me the perfect opportunity! He would like to share his time with someone
who understands the love of collecting openers and would enjoy beautiful autumns in New Hampshire.

Anyone who attends the JFO Conventions has heard Ollie Hibbeler say that the only rule is that there
are no rules!! In the July issue | learned the "rest of the story" from a cartoon in the issue. Ollie is a
little worm and Art Santen is a little bird. Ollie has just joined JFO and wants to know what they do in
this club. Art tells him that we meet, drink and eat. Ollie responds, "You mean you have no constitu-
tion, no charter, no rules or moral conduct, no exalted purpose?". Art responds, "those went down
the toilet when we voted you in".

40 members and their guests attended the 1992 convention at Oldenberg. Art Johnson wore ten dif-
ferent tee -shirts!!!

Janice Jarrell and | were all excited about exploring Cincinnati. We had rented a big car so the four of
us could come to JFO together. Much to my surprise Janice wanted to be the map reader, not drive
that monster vehicle. Since she had driven pick up trucks, | thought | could count on her to drive.

The map reader, nor the driver had paid any attention to how we got into the Oldenberg Complex.

We were probably still thinking about our assignment to handle the speeding ticket John got just out-
side of Cincinnati. But we took off, winding through the endless parking lot, stopping to greet other
JFO members who were arriving as we were beginning our shopping adventure. Then reality set in
that we really didn't know how to get out of the parking lot!!! We ended up on a side street, pulled
over until the driver could stop laughing and compose herself enough to drive!!

This was the year Pat was already into decorative stamping and Janice soon joined that addiction.
Can't remember how many trips we made to the stamp store, but it was at least once a day!! We
would check in to see how much the guys were spending and felt we could match that without any
trouble.

You would probably like to hear about the speeding ticket. Roger was in the front seat, Janice sleep-
ing in the back. When John saw a cop coming up in the rear mirror, he said, "Wonder who he's after".
Roger simply said, "Do you see anyone ahead of you?". When Janice woke up, she asked. "where's
John?"....back with the cop. John was going to explain that we all had small cars and he wasn't use
to this rental car, etc., but the ticket was already under way by the time he walked back. Maybe if he
had explained that he was going to a "beer" opener convention the cop would have understood!!

C
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Spouseodos Corner (

Ed Kaye asked if anyone wanted to take over the additions listing in the July issue. In the October
issue, who else, but John Stanley had volunteered! He does grumble some when he has lots of
"plastic" openers to add each year!!

The United States Brewers Association held its first annual meeting on November 12, 1862. Their an-
nual meetings were held even in the midst of the Civil War, even more oddly held two annual meet-
ings in 1863.

Their 1913 Yearbook featured an article on the death of Adolphus Busch. The people of St. Louis
dearly loved this man and it's obvious why when you read this article in the October issue. Here are
some summations and quotes from the article.

He settled in St. Louis in 1857 at the age of twenty and within two years had established himself in

the malting business. In 1862 he married Miss Lily Anheuser whose father was interested in the beer -
brewing plant known as the Bavarian Brewery. Mr. Busch acquired a controlling interest and incorpo-

rated it with himself as Secretary and Anheuser as President.

Mr. Busch invented a process of bottling beer that enabled it to withstand the temperature of all cli-
mates. This enabled beer to be taken into the home and promoted temperance by leading away from
temptation to excess often found in saloons. This goes along with his purpose to promote sobriety by
supplanting the heavier, harder liquors with a lighter, milder beverage, as did Thomas Jefferson be-
fore him.

In 1911 he celebrated his Golden Anniversary. Among those who sent gifts were William H. Taft, then
President, Col. Roosevelt and the German Emperor.

The people of St. Louis loved him more for what he was than what he had. "He was never eclipsed by
his business. The machine never got hold of his heart and soul. He was a spacious, open -minded,
warm - hearted, cheerful, helpful human being."

More of his kindnesses were hidden than known. He never had a lawsuit against him solely; he paid
the highest wages and the best prices for the best goods.

In the end, he showed that he was as brave as he was kindly for he suffered for seven years. During
those years he cheered those who called him and his words to the world were merry words of hope.

"No wonder St. Louisians loved him".

The October issue included information on the various products that Anheuser -Busch added to their
line to diversify.....another sign of the genius of this great man.

As | head to St. Louis in April 2003 the Anheuser -Busch name has new meaning to me, a special
name indeed.

And so | end this Spouse's Corner. | hope there are not any spelling errors for | have kept my Large
Print Dictionary close at my side. My eyes have not been trained to study the small detail on openers
for hours on end like John!!

We Wish You a Happy 2003.
Hope Your Journeys Include St. Louis in April!!

C
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More New Discoveries to the 2002 Handbook

F- 35
CAP LIFTER/ICE PICK
WOOD HANDLE
(P-7BODY BUT WITH ICE PICK INSTEAD OF CORKSCREW)

MARKED AA. W. STEPHENS MFG.
PAT. APR. 30, 19010
10 1/2"

JOHN CARTWRIGHT

1. DRINK AMERICAN BEER PHONE 6122.

G 69
CAP LIFTER
6"
MIKE KREJCI

1.  MILLER LITE (IN LOGO) CANTINA

Cco.

M 142
OPENER/MINI- MUDDLER
(SEEM-19 & M - 120)
MADE BY CYMBA INC.
31/8"
MARC BENJAMIN

WALLRAMe sMBEER

2. OLYMPI A filT6S THE WATERO

3. PABST BLUE RIBBON BEER (IN LOGO)

fabit\}
Blue Ribbon
N

LN

M 143
LEATHERMAN SUPER TOOL

CAN OR BOTTLE OPENER/NEEDLENOSE PLIERS/
REGULAR PLIERS/WIRE CUTTERS/HARDWIRE CUTTERS/

CLIP - POINT KNIFE/SERRATED KNIFE/WOOD SAW/

METAL OR WOOD FILE/9 INCH RULER/
SCREWDRIVERS: EXTRASMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, PHILLIPS/
ELECTRICAL CRIMPER/WIRE STRIPPER/AWL OR PUNCH
MARKED ALEATHERMAN SUPER TOOJ
PORTLAND ORE. LEATHERMAN
7
MARC BENJAMIN

1. ORIGINAL COORS

PAT.
US A0
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N- 114 P- 166
ICE BREAKER/CAP LIFTER THREE BLADE KNIFE/CORKSCREW
(SEE N - 71) WIRE BREAKER FOIL CUTTER BLADE/

BOX MARKED ABURNCO O6THE |
61/8"
JOHN STANLEY

CE

1. COMPLIMENTS OF ROYALTON BEVERAGE CO. DIS-
TRIBUTORS OF GRAIN BELT BEER

Complimanats of
LTON BEVERAGE:
&S OF GRAIM Bl

STRIBUTO

N- 115
CAP LIFTER/GOLF DIVOT REPAIR/GOLD SHOE CLEAT WRENCH
MADE BY CYMBA INC.
2 3/4"
MARC BENJAMIN

1. HAMM6S BEER
2. OLYMPI A Al T6S THE WATERDO

N- 116
CAP LIFTER/WATCH

MARKED
51/2"
MARC BENJAMIN/ART SANTEN

iJAPAN MOVT. 0

1. BUDLIGHT

BREAKERG® 0 MASTER BLADE/PEN BLADE
BLADES MARKED fAN. C.
JOHN STANLEY

CO. CA

1. FROMV.A OSWALD, ALTOONA, PA. XMAS 1901 TO
J. MCGINNIS, ALTOONA, PA.

P- 167
CORKSCREW IN 10 BLADE SWISS ARMY KNIFE
TWO CAP LIFTER BLADES/SCISSORS BLADE/PUNCH BLADE/
TWO SAW BLADES/FILE BLADE/PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER BLADE/
MASTER KNIFE BLADE/PEN KNIFE BLADE/
TOOTHPICK IN HANDLE
14 FUNCTION SWISS ARMY KNIFE
MADE IN CHINA
JOHN STANLEY

1. COORS ORIGINAL

NTON

(



TWO CAP LIFTER BLADES/SCISSORS BLADE/PUNCH BLADE/
SAW BLADE/FILE BLADE/PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER BLADE/
FISH SCALER BLADE/

MASTER KNIFE BLADE/PEN KNIFE BLADE/

MARC BENJAMIN

1. (LOGO) BREWERY OMMEGANG WWW.OMMEGANG.COM
(COOPERTOWN NY)

Q72
TWIST OFF CAP LIFTER IN BACK/
TAB POPPERICAP LIFTER
ALL METAL (SEEQ -12&Q - 44)
MARKED ACHI NA®
21/8"
BOB BROWN

1. CAPTAIN MORGAN GOLD
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P- 168 R 42
CORKSCREW IN 10 BLADE SWISS ARMY KNIFE SURFBOARD

CURVED METAL CAP LIFTER
(SAME AS X - 10)
MADE BY CYMBA INC.
et
BEN HOFFMAN

1. COORSLIGHT

I al ways wondered what &
A recent eBay had a mint-K Pabst and it was shipped

in

the above box. Another Vaughan opener from their ¢hi-

cago plant. Opener and box sold for $41.

Just a simple B Griesedieck Bros wire opener. | do 1
remember seeing one with St Louis at the end of the

opener? Same writing on the reverse side. Do ybu B

collectors know if this is really a common opener?

ot

el



