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ðï---ð2005 JFO Convention #27 April 13 -16 Omaha NEð-ððð 
John Mlady sends a big thank you to everyone who attended JFO #27.  John ran a tre-

mendous convention and his efforts were greatly appreciated.  A special thank you to 

Bill Baburek who furnished the beer and beer equipment and also provided a great 

location for the group Friday night supper.  Gary Deachman was always available to 

help John with setting up and making sure beer was available for everyone (John did 

not comment about Gary as a roommate).  John and I would be like to thank the Dou-

ble Tree for a great hotel set-up and for everything running so smoothly.  Finally I 

would like to thank both Herb Danziger and Mike Krejci for providing many of the 

pictures in this issue. 

 

One more thank you needs to 

go to Johnôs wife Jackie for 

hosting the ñNebraska Brew-

eriana Tourò at Johnôs house 

on Friday afternoon.  She was 

very gracious and provided 

plenty of cold drinks and John 

does have an outstanding Ne-

braska and Falstaff Beer col-

lections.  Here is a picture of 

John and Jackie. 

ðððïðïðððððð-Memberôs Updateðïððððððð-ððð 
JFO lost member, Fred Steffins of Sebring FL, on February 22nd.  Fred attended sev-

eral recent JFO Conventions and was collector who liked all kinds of openers.  He is 

survived by his wife Alberta.   

 

It is with much sadness I report the passing of Eileen Johnson on June 6th.  Even 

though her husband, Art, was the official JFO member, Eileen got as excited if not 

more when Art added a desirable opener to his collection.  She had battled many 

health problems before dying peacefully in her sleep.  She was one tough lady. 

 

Norm Jay had a very successful reversal of his colostomy in late April.  It took a 

while for all of the parts to get moving right but the new ñtrimmed downò Norm is 

doing great and back wheeling and dealing in breweriana. 

X-16-1 2005 Convention Opener  
Great looking 2-sided copy of the A-47-1 Krug opener.  Order one 

for $25 (postage included).  Send check to John Stanley at the ad-

dress below.  The A-47 is one of the premier figural openers to 

own, you will not be disappointed. 

ððïð2006 JFO Convention #28 April 19 -23 Nashville TN ðððð 
Please note that the dates I showed in the last issue were wrong as that is Easter week 

so our official dates are April 19-23 for next year.  Nashville is great city to have a 

convention and anyone attending will not be disappointed.  The location is a dayôs 

drive for most JFO members.  Read the write-ups in this issue about this yearôs con-

vention and see why you will want to attend JFO #28. 



ððððððððððððTribute to Eileen Johnson by Pat Stanley ðððððððððð-- 
 

The last time most JFO members saw Art and Eileen Johnson was when the Convention was in Naples, Florida in 

1999.   Although they were not able to attend JFO Conventions after that, they certainly wanted to be part of the an-

nual gathering.  It was not possible due to Eileenôs health. 

 

Until recently the Johnsons summered in Mendon, Ma outside of Boston and wintered in Naples.  As they traveled 

back and forth, we would meet them in Statesville, NC to visit and have dinner.  We so much enjoyed seeing them as 

we correspond by email daily and visit by phone a couple of times a week.  We feel like part of their family.   

 

One year when ECBA was held near Boston, I flew up a few days after John so we could visit the Johnsons.  Unfor-

tunately, Eileen had taken a fall visiting friends in Vermont the week-end before our arrival and broken her hip.  We 

were able to surprise her by renting a car and showing up in Vermont!!  It was great to be able to do that. 

 

Eileen spent a lot of time in the hospital in the past several years.  We were called every time.  When she passed 

away June 6th, we were called immediately. 

 

What always surprised me is that the Johnsons have three sons and a daughter living, but still have a place in their 

hearts for us. 

 

Eileen was a remarkable person.  We knew that she was a survivor, great cook, caring wife and devoted mother.  Af-

ter her death we found out that she and Art were instrumental in establishing Little League Baseball in Mendon, that 

she was a fundraiser and Cub Scout Den Mother for 11 years.  She had kept all those accomplishments quiet. 

 

Eileen and I were a great team.  We could gang up on John together in our many phone conversations.  She would 

remind him that he had something other than openers, his wife!!  She and Art knew what a marriage means as they 

were married for over 56 years. 

 

If it were not for JFO, our lives would not have been enriched by knowing Eileen.   She faced so many obstacles with 

determination and a real love for life. 

 

She will always be remembered and have an influence on our lives.  We were blessed to know her. 

 

ððððððð-Art Santen is the New ñGuinness World Recordsò Holderðððððððð-- 
ððððððððð--for Largest Collection of Bottle Openers (32,411) ððð-ðððððð-- 
Art Santen is the new ñGuinness World Recordsò holder of the largest collection of bottle openers at 32,411.  Art 

replaces former JFO member, Dale Deckert, who held the 

previous record at 20,884 set in 1998.  Art started collecting 

in 1966 and I can only figure that a day does not go by that 

Art doesnôt buy an opener in one form or the other to add to 

his collection.  With my collection I have the 2,411 covered 

but need to get 30,000 more (non-duplicate) to match Artôs 

collection.  Congratulations Art and as always he has been a 

great ambassador for the opener hobby.  Artôs record was 

official on May 19, 2005.  If anyone would like to chal-

lenge this record good luck.  Pictured below is Art at this 

yearôs convention with his display of what else, ñbottle clo-

suresò.  No openers, you have got to be kidding but before 

crown corks, porcelain bottle closures were very popular in 

the late 1800s.  If I hope to break Artôs record I had better 

get busy buying on eBay.  Oh well maybe in my next life 

time. 

PAGE 2 
JU ST FOR O PENER S JU L 2005  ISSU E # 107  



Spouseõs Corner 
By Pat Stanley, the Editorôs Spouse 

Your dear Editor just went to bed, so now I have some quiet time for JFO!!  Corkie is sleeping near by, keeping me 

company on a warm summer night with visions of pieces of steak dancing in her head. 

 

As I settled down to my computer a delightful thought came to mindéthis is the Convention issueé.I can look back 

a few months to all the fun we had with so many great friends.  So I think my review of the 2001 JFO newsletters can 

wait until the next issue, so I can share JFO 2005 with you. 

 

When we went to St. Louis in 2003, we were loaded down on the way out with Dave Lendyôs collection we picked 

up near his in-laws home.  We couldnôt see out the back window.  Coming back we had cases of beer clinging 

around in the back.  So, there was a rule this year, I must be able to see out the back!  After Larry Moter dropped off 

a ñfewò boxes for us to haul since he was flying, that rule was almost brokenébut John got it all organized and off 

we started (a day later than planned as we were not ready and were both too tired to start the marathon). 

 

Lunch with his Dad in Winston-Salem, NC and supper with my sister in Knoxville, Tennessee made the first day fun 

and a breeze.  Spent that night where the 2006 Convention will be held in Nashville, Tennessee.  Next day we arrived 

to spend a night with Shirley and Ollie Hibbeler at their new villa.  What a great set up.  I could enjoy a lovely home 

like theirs where ñtheò collection(s) are all downstairs, displayed beautifully.  Of course it was great to visit with 

them!! 

 

The next day, Tuesdayé..arrived in Omaha.  John Mlady completely spoiled us as he had arranged suites for every-

one.  How nice to be able to sleep in and take a shower in the back of the suite while John opened up the sitting area 

for the trading and selling to begin and continue and continue. 

 

Sometimes there are a few downs at JFO.  This year was when the front desk told me that Joe and Jackie Young had 

cancelled their reservation.  I respondedéoh..so they are just coming a day late?  No..the entire convention.  They 

were packed to come when their plans had to change.  On the other hand, one of the ups was when Cora Whelan 

came over from Lincoln, Nebraska twice to see us.  It was so great to see and hear her laughing in the official hospi-

tality roomé.the unofficial one was in our room!   

 

Another down was that I missed going gambling with Shirley Hibbeler.  The up was that I still had all my money 

unlike someone we all know.  She did take along another spouse to corrupt by introducing her to the world of gam-

bling.  They got back to the convention very late after losing all they had won (and probably more).  The truth may 

never be knownékind of like some stories about just how much an opener cost. 

 

There were people to admire there.  Bill Hanold and Dick Creuziger have some major physical challenges, but didnôt 

let that stop them from attending JFO.  Glad Dickôs son could bring him.  Norm Jay was still recovering from surgery 

that saved his life, but came for our annual gathering.   

 

We admire Gary Deachman tooéfor staying relatively sober most of the timeéexcept for the auction which wasnôt 

really his fault.  The rumor goes that someone set him up to have a little too much before that event.  I donôt remem-

ber who did that, but they probably wonôt do it again as it caused some confusion.  Corkie was about to take over as 

she thought she could do a better jobéafteralléshe was already walking around on the auction table. 

 

Since Norm Jay was still recovering from surgery, we didnôt play any auction jokes on him this year!! Of course it 

would have been hard to beat the one we played on him in San Francisco. 

 

Another up was when the truck driver heard that my first home was in WaWa, Ontario, Canada and soon thereafter 

brought me an opener from WaWa.  Priceless!!  But that kind act will have no consideration in any trades or auctions 

that involve John Stanley as Krejci has run over him too many times. 
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Spouseõs Corner (continued) 

 

And still yet another up was when John Mlady gave me some bottle caps with Corkie on them.  I wrapped them up 

and put them in a safe place which I havenôt found yet, but I will and the joy I felt when I found them will be enjoyed 

again. 

 

It was good to see Marge and Bob Stahly after missing them in San Francisco.  They are still the fine people we have 

always enjoyed spending time with. 

 

First time attendee Darvin Stilwell seemed to enjoy his first JFO Convention and already is making plans to come to 

Nashville.  Glad to have you aboard!! 

 

My intent was to mention everyone who was in Omaha, but I have not even begun to include all the JFO friends. 

 

Perhaps this would be a good place though to attempt to describe how close knit this group is.  Someone looking in 

from the outside would think we are having a family reunion, not an opener convention.  They would see friends 

greeting each other, happy to see each other.  They would hear laugher.  They would see groups going out to eat, 

glad to be together.  In the end, they would see us sad to be parting and wishing each other safe travels and happy 

hunting until next year. 

 

In many cases, members stay in touch with other members throughout the year, not just to trade/buy/sell openers, but 

just as dear friends.  Some friendships are treasured more like family.  See my ñTribute to Eileen Johnsonò. 

 

When you come to JFO you find cards in the hospitality room for members who would love to be with us, but cannot 

attend for some reason.  Some cards are for spouses of members who have passed on. 

 

We do hear from some of the people who receive cards.  Our little notes to them do mean more than some might 

know.  Fran Biehl wrote to say that the card ñbrought back many memories of people we have knownò.  Iôm sure it 

brought some joy to her day.  Ardea Horn was touched that we remembered her.  Although Cora Whelan came, she 

wrote too to say she enjoyed being with the ñcrazysòé.that JFO is just a special group.  Yes indeed!! 

 

I was really dreading the trip back as John thought we could do it in two days.  That seemed like too much to me.  

During the first day I didnôt feel like I could pull off my share of the driving, but the night owl got her second wind 

and we made it 900 miles the that day.  We had to sneak Corkie into a Holiday Inn Express at one a.m.  They gave us 

an upgrade for our AAA membershipéa whirl pool.  Now, besides missing our Tempurpedic bed when we travel, I 

miss my whirl pool.  JFO is worth it, but itôs tough.  Morning person wanted to get on the road very early.  I knew 

the plan.  He saw that it was going to work out perfectly for us to stop at his favorite BBQ place in NC for lunch now 

that I had managed to push pass the halfway mark.  However, I insisted that I got to enjoy a nice hot bath before we 

took off.  John, knowing that I was holding strong on this one, went to get 

some breakfast.  Hummménow how could I take a bath and keep Corkie 

quiet (as she was there against the rules).  She sat quietly on the built in 

seat while I recovered from day one of the trip home.  Day two was just 

450 miles and we were home again, happy to be there, but even happier 

that we had been to another memorable JFO Convention!! 

 

Next year we wonôt have suites, but we will still have a wonderful time 

with all the great JFO members.  Looking forward to Nashville, Tennes-

see!! 

 
 As you can see at the right Corkie was glad  

to be home in her own bed.  
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Richard Smythe was issued two U. S. patents for the 

Hootch Owl corkscrew. The first was Design Patent 

Number 98,968 of March 17, 1936 and the second was 

Mechanical Patent Number 2,115,289 issued April 26, 

1938. The Hootch owl was produced with both wire 

worms and web helixi. Although a variety of "owl" type 

double levers from England, Spain and Portugal turn up 

for sale, none is as desirable as the Hootch Owl. 

  

In the April issue, John wrote in his eBay Trivia column 

"...and the top seller was a 'Hootch Owl' bringing in 

$3,253.00 (seems like I traded Mr. Bull one a few years 

back for $800.00 worth of beer openers, at least it found a 

good home)." 

  

Now, John, of course you know those $800.00 worth of 

beer openers are worth a small fortune today! 

  

Yes, I sold a Hootch Owl on eBay for $3,253.00 but it 

wasn't that one I got in that infamous trade that took the 

heart out of my opener collection (bring on the smiley 

face!). Don't fear, John, the Stanley Hootch Owl still re-

sides in my collection. 

  

And what about the one I sold? Well, I bought that one 

last year for $400.00. A much better deal than $800.00 

worth of beer openers, right? 

  

I had been contacted by a girl from Tampa, Florida who 

said she had purchased a "Hootch Owl" for one cent at a 

garage sale. She sent a picture so I knew it was the genu-

ine thing. She was fishing for a price. So I offered her 

$400.00. I never had a reply to an offer so quickly - she 

jumped all over it and was ready to ship it immediately.  

  

So if we do the math, we find that she got 40,000 times 

her investment. Imagine that - 40,000 times. What a re-

turn. And me? Hey, I didn't do so well, did I. I invested 

$400.00 and got only a little over 8 times my investment. 

Pretty sad, eh? 

  

A note to JFO members: So keep in mind, if you find a 

Hootch owl for a penny, I'll give you 40,000 times your 

investment. If you find one for a dime, I'll give you 4,000 

times. And if you find one for a dollar, I'll give you 400 

times. And maybe you can even pressure me for a little 

more. What a deal, no? 

 

Editorôs Note: Here were the openers involved in the 

Bull-Stanley $800 deal that I got from Don.  A-14-1 

Rainier (EX), A-17-6 Geneva (EX), A-28-8 Biewer (EX), 

A-46-1 Rahr (VG), B-29-3 Falls City (G), B-53-3 Pekin 

(EX), C-3-1 Schlitz (VG), G-19-1 Bartholomay (VG), M-

3-34 Ruppert (Mint), M-103-1 Miller (G).  A nice selec-

tion no doubt and using todayôs values worth in the 

neighborhood of $1,000 to $1,100.  Of course it would 

take a $1,000 in gas to get these openers, so we are even! 

Hootch Owl Corkscrew by Donald Bull  
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Actually the opener convention started a little earlier for 

me.  I had two tables of openers and other brew stuff at 

the Mississippi Valley Chapter Show in Belleville, Ill. on 

the previous Sat. April 9th.  Five JFO members were in 

attendance.  Norm Jay, Dave Lendy, Sam Marcum, Art 

Santen and myself.  I sold very well which gave me 

pocket money for the JFO show.  I did trade for an old 

beer advertising fishing lure from Norm Jay.  I also pur-

chased a B-21-55 MUTUAL BREWING CO.  I had re-

cently found out that this was a rare piece of advertising 

from a short-lived St. Louis brewery.  I wonder if Art 

Santen knows about it? 

 

On Monday afternoon the Stanleys arrived to stay over-

nite on their way to Omaha.  We went to dinner at the 

Trailhead Brewery restaurant in historic downtown St. 

Charles, Mo.  No, Lewis and Clark never ate there!  Later 

that evening John dangled a new listing P-88 J.F. 

HERRMAN and Son Tonic BEER and a L-6 BUD-

WEISER SCHLITZ MAHANôS WICHITA, KAS in my 

face.  (Kind of like a lure in front of a fish, eh Ollie?).  

Naturally he got the ñPICK OF MY LITTERò.  He also 

threw in some new A-B plastic openers that I had only 

seen in JFO pictures.   

 

Shirley and I did not drive to Omaha until Thurs-

day..seven hours from OôFallon, Mo.  John Mlady 

greeted us with a beer.  This guy has hosted many brew-

eriania shows thru the years in Omaha and we have at-

tended quite a few.  As usual he had it all squared away.  

The hotel was atrium style.  JFO had the whole sixth 

floor, hospitality room and show room.  It was just great!  

BOULEVARD WHEAT + MILLER LITE on tap day 

and nite!  Seems the evenings in the hospitality room 

keep getting shorter thru the years.  Do you think age has 

anything to do with this?  (No Ollieéitôs just that the 

trades with advanced collectors is soooo exhausting!!  

See Ollie, if the assistant editor has to type your contribu-

tions in, she gets to add comments!  Itôs a risk you take!!) 

 

The convention was attended by 31 members and many 

spouses.  On Friday we had a bus tour.  First stop at John 

Mladyôs home.  What a fabulous Nebraska breweriana 

collection!  I saw a few items there that I once owned.  

Then on to Old Town.  Some went shopping and antiqu-

ing in the market place.  Others, including me, went to the 

2nd story patio at the huge UPSTEAM BREWERY to en-

joy the company, beer and the sun!  Then on to CRES-

CENT MOON ALE HOUSE, which is owned by Corn-

husker Chapter member Bill Baburek.  We had some food 

and tasted some of the 38 beers on tap.  I had a Rueben 

sandwich which was excellent.  It was Friday evening and 

the upstairs was so crowded you could hardly get in 

where lots of old Nebraska breweriania is on display.  

Thankfully I have seen it before. 

 

Early Sat. Morning set up with about 10 different dis-

plays.  Voters chose Jeb Burruss of Texas first place with 

his display of A-1 openers.  Mike Kreci of Wisconsin 

won 2nd place with display of many miscellaneous Wis-

consin openers and I won third place with a revamped 

display of 21 CLOUGH twisted wire advertising cork-

screws.  The trophies were beautiful.  Altogether I traded 

or purchased for 23 MISSOURI openers.  Again a lot of 

A-B STUFF I had only seen in JFO.  Twelve from other 

states and six sodas.  Also the convention opener which 

was double-sided and beautiful! 

 

I donôt know whether I came home with more openers or 

less money.  All I know is we had a darn good time for 

three days.  One hell of a deal for the money!!  That is 

what counts.  See you in Nashville in 2006.  BE THERE! 

 

Just a P.Sééééééééand a warning. 

 

On our back roads way thru Missouri Sunday to home I 

found a WEIR TYPE lazy tong corkscrew in a small 

small town with one word stamped on it. WINCHESTER.  

How much I quickly asked.  $25 plus tax he said.  I 

jumped on it!!  After getting a full niteôs sleep, I exam-

ined it more carefully Monday.  My suspicions arose.   I 

called Don Bull and before I fully described it, he replied 

ñREPROò!  I should know by the age of 74 (HURTS ME 

TO WRITE THIS)éif it sounds too good to be 

trueéééééé.IT IS!  Anybody want to buy a cork-

screw in excellent condition? 

 

(Itôs ok Ollieéyou took a gamble because Shirley has 

corrupted you into gambling!!!) 

27th Annual Just For Openers Convention April 13 -16 2005 by Ollie Hibbeler #149  
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We were suppose to leave Saturday morning but it 

quickly became Sunday morning as the Stanleys had way 

too much to do to get ready for Omaha.  Finally at 10:00 

the Ford Expedition headed towards Omaha with lots of 

openers and we even had several boxes of openers and 

breweriana to bring along for Larry Moter.  The first day 

we stopped in Knoxville to see Patôs sister and seven 

month old nephew.  He really took to the old red head 

and of course was the sweetest baby while we were there.  

That night we made Nashville and stayed at the Holiday 

Inn Select (site of next yearôs convention).  Final arrange-

ments were made and JFO #28 is all set. 

 

Day two we left Nashville and arrived in St. Louis at 4:30 

PM to stay with the Hibbelers.  Ollie and Shirley have 

been in their new villa for two years and he finally had 

enough room to display almost all of his collections 

(fishing lures, Indian relics, Dental collectibles and of 

course openers).  They are great hosts and we had a grand 

time.  Ollie and I did manage to work out a couple of 

trades and spent most of the time talking openers and see-

ing everything he had displayed.  He got a wire cork-

screw for his collection and an L-2-15 Bud/Schlitz while 

I got a B-72-1 Bud and some miscellaneous other open-

ers.  The convention was off to a great start. 

 

The next morning, Tuesday, it was time to head to 

Omaha.  We were on the road by 10 AM and it was close 

to 5PM by the time we arrived.  A few JFOers were al-

ready there including John Mlady (Host), Gary Deach-

man, Art Santen, Pat Stambaugh and Mike Krejci.  It took 

me three hotel cart loads to get everything in our room.  

John Mlady had done a great job in selecting the hotel.  

Every room was a two room suite with the outer sitting 

room having a small kitchen with a full size refrigerator.  

I brought along a lot of openers for sale so actually ended 

up getting a five foot table from the hotel to display eve-

rything on.  The sitting room became the opener room 

and Pat had the back bedroom all to herself.  Corkie had 

either of the two rooms she wanted. 

 

The members in attendance went out for supper and after-

wards I started selling as I had orders to bring home a 

lighter load (these orders were passed along to Mr. Moter 

who in the end seemed to have more heading back than 

was brought out, oh well).  Mike Krejci bought a C-3-1 

Schlitz opener and my big sale was a B-2-1 Blatz (steel) 

to Gary Deachman for $60.  It was getting late and he 

said I want that opener and so I sold it to him.  He pro-

ceeded to pay me $60 and then asked a few minutes later 

if he had paid me.  I said no and charged him $50 the sec-

ond time.  With John Mlady as a witness I refunded Gary 

the $50 as he had been into ñthe medicineò a little heavy.  

The rest of night was spent swapping plastic with Art and 

Mike (one of the real joys of opener collecting). 

 

The next morning at breakfast, Gary jumps me and wants 

his money back on the B-2.  Nice little old John Mlady 

convinced Gary that he had paid me a $110.  Gary had 

gotten up early and even though John was still asleep 

yelled at him, ñwhere did this opener come from that was 

on his table, its not mineò.  Since Gary woke up John to 

ask him the question, John said he couldnôt resist telling 

Gary that he had paid $110 for it.  So I spent most of 

breakfast convincing Gary that it was only $60 and even 

though he thought now that he had one in his collection 

that he also probably needed an upgrade as this was in 

nice condition.  (Eventually he traded the B-2 to Jim 

Osborn). 

 

After lunch I finally got a table and was able to spread out 

all of my small plastics containers full of ñrareò openers.  

Members started arriving after lunch.  Sandra Emme 

bought several corkscrews with most being beer or mis-

cellaneous liquor ad ones.  Several JFO members spent a 

lot of time going through my many bags of beer and soda 

openers.  The poundage was slowly going down.  Most 

everyone had a sixth or fifth floor room, so moving 

around from room to room was very easy except there 

was no easy stair access between five and six so you al-

ways had to use an elevator.  A side note for Wednesday 

was the fact with everyone having a nice two room suite, 

the hospitality room saw little use as everyoneôs front 

sitting room allowed 8 to 10 people to easily mingle. 

 

Corkie and Pat were adjusting well to hotel life and about 

Wednesday evening about half of the attendees had 

checked in.  We had a nice supper with Bob and Marge 

Stahly at ñDroverôsò, the local steakhouse a quarter mile 

from the hotel.  This would be my lunch and supper loca-

tion for the rest of the convention  except for the group 

meal Friday night and they were closed for lunch on Sat-

urday.  I will  add that ñwheeling and dealingò went late 

into the night Wednesday.  Being near John Mlady and 

Garyôs room helped to get a lot traffic flow at our end of 

the floor. 

 

Thursday morning I spent trying to organize my openers 

a little better as this would be the busiest day for selling.  

With pretty much everyone else arriving there would be 

27th Annual Just For Openers Convention April 13 -16 2005 by John Stanley  
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lots of opener activity going on.  That morning Pat and I 

decided to show John and Gary how great our little dog 

Corkie was at chasing after her mother.  I was standing at 

our door with Corkie while John and Gary were at their 

door and Pat was standing 20 feet past them down the 

hallway.  Usually Corkie runs like a speeding bullet to-

wards Pat.  This time she loped slowly towards her, got to 

John and Garyôs doorway, made a turn into their room 

and headed into their kitchen.  So much for dog obedi-

ence and all the time Pat is yelling ñCorkie, come!ò.  

Needless to say John and Gary were laughing their heads 

off. 

 

One of the high points on Wednesday was the arrival of 

Norm and Judy Jay.  Norm simply looked great consider-

ing his major surgery he had back in January.  In fact he 

looked so good, I was calling him ñskinnyò as he had 

dropped over 30 pounds.  Both Jeb Burruss and Jim 

Osborn brought a lot of nice ñAòs and ñBòs and just plain 

great openers for sale.  One thing that still holds true for 

the JFO Convention is you will never see more openers 

for sale in one place than you do at this convention.  An-

other fairly late night but as the JFO crowd gets older the 

bed times get earlier. 

 

Thursday was the biggest dealing day as the rest of the 

new arrivals showed up.  Everyone thought Santa Claus 

had arrived when Ben Hoffman checked in.  He had 

brought a lot of nice openers and made a lot of collectors 

happy including your editor who got a C-1 Liberty from 

him.  We officially had 30 members in attendance and 

just about everyone had their rooms open for business at 

one time or another on this day.  My ñpoundageò really 

went down on Thursday, between a lot of sales and my 

donating the rest of Dave Lendyôs and Jerry Scheleôs ñIòs 

and ñJòs to Ben Hoffman.  There were probably about 

600 openers between the two piles. 

 

On a side note the day before Ben stopped in an Antique 

Mall in Amana, Iowa and got a great wood handle cork-

screw from South Omaha Brewing (P-51-41) in nice con-

dition for $15.00 (he ended up trading it to John Mlady).  

Ben said when you walked through the front door it was 

laying right in the middle of a big showcase.  The mall is 

only 20 minutes from Scott Williams house and he 

checks it fairly regularly and amazingly Norm Jay had 

been in the mall the day before Ben and didnôt spot the 

corkscrew.  The ñOpener Godsò were looking out for 

Ben. 

 

It was double meal day at Droverôs (always a 13oz. N. Y. 

Strip) as Pat and I had an early supper with Ben and Cor-

nelia.  I must add the about mid-afternoon I heard a famil-

iar laugh from the Hospitality Room, Cora Whelan was 

visiting and most of the JFO wives were in there having a 

lot laughs.  Sandra Emme had been fortunate enough to 

get two rare ñWhatôs Itòs (see pictures) from Norm Jay.  

Both were supposedly some kind of opener and a few 

members added their not so nice comments about what 

the items were used for, mainly Bob Stahly and Ron 

Behnken.  In any event everyone there got some real 

good laughs and things were really rolling. 

 

By the end of the day I had worked out the trade with Ben 

Hoffman on the C-1 Liberty (I think half of my good 

openers went back to PA), a ñbig tradeò with Norm Jay, 

and a trade with Jim Osborn.  So readers will know, many 

folks have asked me not to discuss trade details so I will 

have to be sketchy on what actually transpired.  Lets say I 

got an A-B knife from Norm Jay and a nice P-18 Blatz 

from Jim.  Once again everyone grabbed my good open-

ers in exchange, but then what are friends for.  Corkie 

continued to be a good watch dog and Pat just loved hav-

ing her own room to sit in.  Thursday night was the usual 

11:00 turn in.  The only problem with the hotel was that 

the air conditioning was not the best and the local weather 

had been getting a little warmer each day and it was hard 

to get the room very cool especially for sleeping.  At least 

the openers did not start rusting. 

 

Friday morning I spent a little time on eBay just looking 

at new items.  Most of my time was spent reorganizing 

the bags of openers trying to combine and get things 

ready for the Saturday show.  A bus tour was planned for 

Friday afternoon to John Mladyôs house to see his collec-

tion, then a trip downtown to a brew pub, and finally a 

stop at the Crescent Moon Bar for supper.  The Crescent 

Moon is owned by Bill Baburek who had graciously pro-

vided keg beer at cost and all of the equipment to use the 

keg.  There was some room-to-room action that morning 

but most everyone was getting ready for the bus tour.  

Just about everyone rode the bus except for the Jays, Ha-

nolds and Pat Stanley.  It was a great day to do this, 

sunny and not too warm.  It was about a 20 minute ride to 

John Mladyôs house. 

 

Now John is a serious Nebraska Breweriana collector (as 

well as any Falstaff Breweriana).  The top story of his 

house has two rooms both dedicated to his collection.  

With space being a little limited, we went up in groups of 
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twelve.  John has many one of a kind breweriana pieces 

in his collection.  Everything from corner signs to lithos 

to cans and yes even openers (and a lot of nice ones I 

might add).  John spent most of the time answering ques-

tions about his collection while the outgoing half of the 

Mladyôs, his wife Jackie, stayed in the back yard enter-

taining folks who were waiting to see Johnôs collection.  

John even had some cold drinks (medicine drinks in-

cluded) in the back yard.  We spent about an hour at 

Johnôs house before heading downtown to the old section.   

 

Many members spent time at the brew pub where we 

were let off and the more adventuresome folks walked the 

streets to check stores and antique places.  About ten of 

us chose the antique route.  I walked with Pat Stambaugh 

and after nearly circling the block found a couple of an-

tique stores and one antique mall.  As always in this situa-

tion it was interesting to see what members turn up.  Herb 

Danziger did get a Fez Hat figural corkscrew and Pat 

turned up a couple of Minnesota advertising items (a let-

ter opener and a tin).  Openers were there but almost all 

common and mostly can piercers.  No one told me they 

turned up anything very good. 

 

At five the bus returned to take us to The Crescent Moon.  

Bill had just opened a basement dining room the week 

before and we had the place to ourselves.  We had 39 

people to feed and our waitress did a great job.  Food was 

great, service was great and Billôs restaurant was great.  

Everyone had a good time and we even got Mike ñThe 

Truck Driverò to pose with the waitress.  The feeding 

process took an hour and half and it was time to head 

back to the hotel.  Several members wanted an auction 

and with Verne not being able to attend that left Gray 

Deachman and me to run the auction.   

 

Before everyone got off of the bus we told them to the 

auction would be at 8PM in the same room as the Satur-

day show.  I have been to a lot of JFO Conventions and 

beer shows in general and this is the first time I have had 

the show room on the same floor as my sleeping room in 

a multi-story hotel.  This arrangement was great and since 

the hotel already had the room set up for Saturday, we 

just borrowed the room for a short meeting. 

 

Only 10 items were checked in so it was a nice short and 

sweet auction.  At least I thought that since we had Pat 

doing the recording, closely watched by Corkie.  Gary 

was to be the auctioneer and I was the helper.  Later on, I 

find out someone named Larry Moter had slipped Gary a 

little pre-auction ñmedicineò.  Anyway things went pretty 

well except for that darn P-3-1 Blatz Hollweg corkscrew.  

It was in great shape and Gary and I tried to keep up with 

bids but twice we had the wrong bidder as the high bidder 

and we must add that Jeb Burruss was getting a little frus-

trated with our inability to run a ñsmoothò auction.  Gary 

as usual said everything was ñdynamite!ò.  Usually Gary 

is wrong but in the case of the P-3 he was right.  Jeb was 

the high bidder at $80 when Gary starts to say ñseller be-

wareò (except Gary kept saying ñbuyer bewareò), and out 

ot nowhere Mike ñThe Truck Driverò Krejci appears in 

the room and throws in a last second $85 bid.  When 

Mike wants an opener, Mike usually gets the opener.  In 

this case he ends up being the high bidder at $110.00.  I 

guess Jeb was ready to shoot the two auctioneers but by 

the next morning had calmed down. 

 

This was the second straight year that we had an abbrevi-

ated auction as usually we end up with a lot of passed 

items and just to keep tradition going and have some en-

tertainment, this small auction format was decided on.  

We did get some good laughs and maybe next year Verne 

can return to run the auction the right way.  After this ex-

citement most everyone hanged out in the hospitality 

room looking at old convention pictures.  It was about 

11:00 again before I turned in (as always having to take 

Corkie outside one last time for the day). 

 

It sure was nice getting up Saturday morning and walking 

about 100 feet to the show room to get set up.  John 

Mlady had sent out a post card notice to local collectors, 

so we were expecting a good walk-thru crowd.  Most of 

the 40 tables were covered with openers, corkscrews or 

some type of breweriana.  Many thanks to the eight mem-

bers who entered a display (I guess that was really seven 

as Ollie Hibbeler entered two displays) in the regular con-

test and to the six members who entered an item in ñThe 

Bill McKienzie Best of Show Awardò contest.  We ended 

up with over 50 walk-thrus and as usual the show went 

pretty strong until about 11PM and tailed off quickly the 

last couple of hours.  In the 10:30 to 11:00 time frame we 

gave out the display awards.  Jeb Burruss won first place 

in the regular display contest for his great looking ñA-1ò 

display, Mike Krejci won second place for his Wisconsin 

display and Ollie Hibbeler won third place for his wire 

corkscrew display.  Jim Osborn won the ñThe Bill 

McKienzie Best of Show Awardò for his B-45-1 Lemp 

Beer opener/corkscrew. 

 

Most members seemed to do a lot of selling and trading 
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in the early hours of the show.  By noon many members 

were packing up to head home.  The convention was 

winding down and we ended up with about ten members 

staying Saturday night.  Pat and I had a very nice lunch 

with Jim Osborn and Pat Stambaugh.  That evening as a 

small token of the clubôs appreciation we took John 

Mlady and Gary Deachman to ñDroverôsò.  John had put 

in a lot of hard work making the convention a a success 

and Gary was very helpful in keeping the hospitality 

room going.  Also a special thank you to the local Miller 

Beer distributor for providing a banner and giveaways for 

the goodie-bag and finally to Bill Baburek for all of his 

hard work in providing beer and serving us a meal at his 

restaurant. 

 

That evening we socialized until 9:00 and turned in early 

as Pat, Corkie and I had a long drive ahead of us the next 

day (it was 20 hours driving for us from Durham to 

Omaha).  Of course my intentions of getting on the road 

early went by the wayside as Miss Pat had to have some 

beauty rest.  We finally left Omaha at 9:30 the next morn-

ing and Pat was forgiven as she drove that night until 

1:30AM in the morning.  We made it all the way from 

Omaha to near Ashland, Ky (15 hours of driving).  The 

next day it took us about 5 and a half driving to finally 

get home.  It was another hour unloading the car and yes 

it was much lighter coming home than going out.  Thanks 

to everyone who attended and hopefully next year, last 

minute cancellations will be able to attend (Verne and 

LaVerne Vollarth, Joe and Jackie Young, Kurt and Deb-

bie Bachmann).  Another great convention has come and 

past.  Thank you very much John Mlady for making it so 

successful.  Everyone please plan to attend JFO #28 in 

Nashville.  As Ollie Hibbeler always says, ñBE 

THERE!ò. 
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John Mlady had a great Welcome Sign Up.  

Six Floor Double Tree was a Great Layout.  

Gary Deachman & John Mlady in their usual position 
ñSmokingò on 6th Floor Balcony. 

(I need to add a thank you to Pat Stanley for the  
Double Sided Badges, a last night project  

she completed just before we left).  
 

Darvin Stilwell (first timer) Talking Openers.  

Mike Krejci with his New Camera is all Smiles.  

One of Patôs many jobs is getting the ñSorry You 
Could Not Be Hereò cards ready to be signed. 

I graciously gave her some valuable opener table 
space to accomplish this task.  

PS: She is wearing a special shirt to match one  
she gave to Jackie Young.  
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Bob Stahly doing what every good opener collector 
should be doing, ñgoing through them ñgoodinsò. 

Norm Jay ñthe skinny versionò making a point. 
 

Part of the ñWelcome Gangò, left to right 
Pat Stanley, Cornelia Hoffman, John Stanley,  

Scott & Ursula Williams, Russ Adler.  
 
 
 

Pat Stambaugh must have quoted a ñ2-Figureò price 
as the smile is gone from Harriet Waldoôs face. 
But below it must have worked out (all smiles).  

First Timers: Dick and Betty Schroeder.  
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