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Back in the late 1930’s there must have been a growing 
need in the marketplace for small rural grocery stores and 
county food markets, to have a solution of solving the lim-
ited floorspace problem for accommodating the rather 
large electric soda coin dispensers to offer cold beverages 
to their customers.  Ira H. Fitzpatrick (inventor) of Austin 
Texas somehow realized this dilemma and tackled it head-
on.  He came up with an idea which was patented on No-
vember 14, 1939 for his coin control cap remover (patent 
2,179,883).  Once the patent was secured he started the 
PAY-Pull Mfg. Company  and setup shop in San Antonio, 
Texas.  His idea was a simple pay device which required 
patrons to deposit a coin, equivalent to the price of the 
drink, in which a security device blocking a bottle opener 

would be disabled permitting 
the opener to be accessed for 
removal of the crown cap.  
This small device could be 
attached anywhere including 
existing ice tubs or cold stor-
age boxes holding the bottled 
beverages without taking up 
any additional room.  Addi-
tionally patrons could pay for 
the drink easily while not 
bothering the store keeper for 
assistance if his cold beverag-
es were located outside the 
confines of the store.  Total 
sales could easily be tallied up 
by emptying the contents of 
the coin box referenced 
against missing bottles at the 
end of the day. 
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It’s not known how many of these devices 
were sold, but apparently Mr. Fitzpatrick's 
novel idea caught the eye of Isaac O. Gil-
bert who purchased the PAY-PULL Compa-
ny and the original patent around 1948.  
Mr. Gilbert enlisted the help of the South-
west Research Institute to help improve 
on the original patented design.  The story 
was picked up and featured in a 1948 
Popular Mechanics Magazine.  The vast 
improvement over the earlier design, be-
sides the inner mechanical workings, was 
it collected the money as well as the removed 
crown caps to verify total sales.  Once the new de-
sign was conceived, Mr. Gilbert patented it in 1951 
(patent 2,556,268) and wasted no time to market it.  
His patent claims for its use were the purpose of a 
coin operated bottle opener is to eliminate the in-
stallation of expensive dispensing equipment for 
small stores, garages, and the like.  These novel 
little machines lasted to about the late 1950’s  as 
smaller stores began to disappear and the price of 
soda rose above 5 cents completely eliminating 
them all together.  Not many of these pay openers 
can be found today and are quite rare with Ira Fitz-
patrick's being the hardest to find.   
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Gilbert’s original 1948 Patent (left) and his new 
design 1951 Patent (below and bottom left). 


