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Gilbert P. Coates’ Screwdriver 
Sires “Triplet” Bottle Opener By Don Thornton 

Gilbert P. Coates was granted Patent No. 719,088 on January 27, 1903 for 
what he called a “pocket implement.” The object of his invention, he said in 
his patent papers, “is to provide in one integral piece of metal an implement 
that may serve the triple offices of key-ring, screw-driver, and letter-
opener…” 
 
The Uncasville, Connecticut resident also said his little device could be 
branded. “The flat side portions may be utilized as advertising media by im-
printing any desired reading matter thereon, and the complete implement 
being carried in the pocket is always within convenient reach when needed.” 
 
Something happened after the “pocket implement” left the patent stage and 
manufacturing began – a hook bottle opener was added to the base of the key
-ring/screwdriver/letter opener. 
 
An example of the 3-inch long by just over 1-inch wide device is branded on 
one side: USE WILLIAMS SHAVING SOAP, and on the other: KEY TO SAFE 
EASY SHAVING. The base of the round key ring is marked: PAT. JAN. 27, 03. 
Another example is marked: LOS ANGELES ICE MACHINE WORKS on one 
side and on the other: LOS ANGELES, CAL. An unbranded version is marked 
in the circle on one side: G. P. COATES CO. M’F’RS. NOR-
WICH, CONN. with the patent date on the other. 

 
The hook addition obviously was made by Coates, as it was his firm, G. P. Coates Company of Norwich, Connect-
icut that manufactured the device. Coates called it the “Triplet” tool and offered it to the trade in an announce-
ment in Hardware Dealer’s Magazine in May 1906, saying in part, “The device sells for a dime at a good profit to 
the dealer.” 
 
The ad also stated: “If desired, a firm’s advertisement can be cut into the tool, thus making a good advertising 
novelty.” Another 1906 ad promised: “You don’t have to carry a kit of tools if you have a Triplet in your pocket.” 

Jan. 27, 1903.     G. P. Coates          719,088 
POCKET IMPLEMENT 

Filed May 17, 1902 
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THE MAXWELL / FERNALD AUTOMOBILE CO. AGENTS FOR COL-
ORADO, WYOMING & NEW MEXICO - DENVER COLO. 

(Match Striker and Milk Bottle Opener) L. A. HERALD 2C CLEAR, 
CRISP & CLEAN BY MONTH 40C 
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