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Hazardous Looking Two-Hole Punch 
Frederick E. Teves By Don Thornton 

This seemingly dangerous opener is not for the timid. It’s just under 4-inches long and made of hefty cast-iron. It 
has two weapon-like spears and requires real punch power. And it comes with what its inventor says is an added 
benefit.  Now meet the SIMPLICITY EV. MILK CAN OPENER & SEALER. 

 
Frederick E. Teves of Glen Cove, New York, believed his invention was perfect for opening and sealing evaporated 
milk cans, with the extra advantage of allowing families to drink more milk. Teves was granted Patent No. 
1,027,932 on May 28, 1912 for his “can opener and sealer” designed to punch two holes in the can, one an 
“outlet for the milk,” and the other “an inlet for the air to take the place of the milk poured out.” 

 
Teves warned in his patent appli-
cation, “It has been found that 
evaporated milk, when left stand-
ing in a pitcher or can, not only 
collects dust and dirt, germs, mi-
crobes, etc., but also readily 
spoils. It has been further found 
that while the milk does not spoil 
quite so readily when left in the 
can, it will spoil in a shorter time 
than if the can were sealed.”  He 
said that after pouring out some 
milk, his device could be reinsert-
ed in the two holes “as to form a 
practically air-tight sealer which 
will keep the milk a greater length 
of time.” 
 
This, he said, “is of great value to 
poor families, where by buying a 
larger can, they can obtain nearly 
three times the quantity of milk for 

double the price, thus 
making a great saving, as 
by using this device they will to a large extent be able to use the 
larger cans.” At the time and for years, evaporated milk reigned 
supreme in American kitchens electric refrigerators took over 
beginning in the late 1920s. 
 
The opener is 3-3/4 –inches long and marked SIMPLICITY NO. 1  
PAT MAY 28 1912 OCT 21 1913  EV. MILK CAN OPENER & 
SEALER. The second patent date on the opener was for Patent 
No. 1,076,231 granted to James M. Purdy of New York City. 

Purdy and Teves obviously were in partnership, Purdy having assigned his patent to Teves. Purdy’s patent added a 
curved blade as part of one of the prongs to punch out a crescent-shaped hole for easier pouring. 

May 28, 1912.          F. E. Teves              1,027,932 
CAN OPENER AND SEALER 

Filed Sept. 30, 1910 
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Oct. 21, 1913.          J. M. Purdy              1,076,231 
CAN OPENER 

Filed Mar. 19, 1913 


