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Otto Eick, King of Brewery Machines &

One Cool Stopper By Don Thornton

Otto Eick was 71 years old when he was granted the last of his more than three dozen patents, all but one related
to breweries. The German immigrant, who died at the age of 82 in 1935 in St. Louis, Missouri, was awarded Patent
No. 1,575,556 dated March 2, 1925 for a bottle stopper which, he said, was “thoroughly sanitary, reliable in use,
and practical commercially.”

March 2, 1926. 0. Eick 1,575,556
BOTTLE STOPPER
Filed August 27, 1925

It was an appropriately fitting final inven-
tion for the founder and president of a very
successful brewery machine manufactur-
er. Eick’s other patents included bottle
washing and sterilizing machines, bottle
roller conveyers, bottle holding racks, and
rubber brushes for machines to clean bot-
tles—all used in making beer.

The stopper, advertised as “millions in
use” -- has a heavy wire locking bail with a
rubber insert that is marked in tiny type:
EICK PAT. MARCH 2, ’°26. It was manufac-
tured by Otto Eick Inc., St. Louis. In his pa-
tent application, Eick said his device could
“be quickly and easily applied to or re-
moved from any bottle of the type that is
adapted to have a crown or cap.”
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An advertisement in the St. Louis Dispatch September
11, 1927 said in part: Detachable Eick-Home Bottle

Detac]'l ab]e
Stopper. The easiest stopper to manipulate...No Leak-
~Home

In the early 1900s, Eick was the king of automatic beer
bottle washing machines. An ad in The Western Brewer
and Journal of the Barley Malt and Hop Trades, in June,
1916, touted his “Bottlekleen” brush and listed more

than 50 breweries using Eick machines, including those NO TO OLS
 BERSEEDS

in Mexico, Hong Kong and Argentina. An ad in the Brew-
ers Hand Book 1918 featured photos of two of the ma-
chines.

The Weatern B"u" and Jowurnal of the Bariey, Malt and Hop Trades Jwne

"BOTTLEKLEEN"

All Budweiser Bottles and all the Bottles of the following Breweries OTTO EICK, Onemdlor and Sole Mfg, St. Louis ‘
are cleaned with the Otto Eick Bottle Cleaning System, and the THE EASIEST STOPPER TO MANIPULATE—MILLIONS IN USE '
greatest number of all Bottles used are cleaned with the Otro Eick

e Rubber ** Bottickleen ™ Brushes

NO SCATTERING CROWNS CONTINUOUS SAVING
NO BROKEN BOTTLES by Continuous RE-USE
NO LEAKERS—NO CAPPER Patented Mar. 2/ 1926

INQUIRIES INVITED FROM DEALERS—PROMPT SERVICE

Mail Address: OTTO EICK, St. Louis, Mo.
Phone PRospect 3802

.o v e B e

39~ GOLF—Golfers Prefer THE EICK EVER-UF GOLF TEE “ !

Otto Eick e te=

Eick’s obituary in the St. Louis Globe Democrat on De-
cember 24, 1935 said, “Mr. Eick was born in Germany
and came to the United States in 1878. Shortly after his
arrivalin this country he established his manufacturing
plant at Baltimore, Md. In 1890 he moved the plant to St.
Louis. He was credited with being the manufacturer of
the automatic bottle-washing machine, which is used in
a number of breweries. He also had patents on several
other brewery machines.”

Out-ft_cheerfolly furnished.  Write to

Orto Eick Engincering Dept
General Office
South Side Bank Building, St Louis
Works and Factory, St Loun

“ ”

Bottlekleen” Rubber Brush
—_————————
Order the Otto Eick Bottle
Cleaning Brushes.

Outo Eick Patent Rubber Brushes are the
best and reduce_cxpenses.

NOTE—1f your Supply House can't serve you, setify
ont affice ABE your demand will reosive prompt sitestion

South Side Bank Bulldine.
ST. LOUIS. MO
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Tur Brrwers Hoxo ook rok 1918

| Rinser

' Otto Eick l

“EICK”

Bottle Washer

and Rinser
315" and 47 Center

South Side Bank Bldg,
St. Lows, Mo,

Original Manufacturer
and Inventor

Aut umnhc
Bottle
Washer
and

South Side -
Bank Bldg.

5T. LOUIS

Inventor and
Manufacturer -

OTTO EICK

Automatic Bottle Cleaning Units
Horizontal and Vertical Pasteurizers

OTTO EICK Patented Rubber “Bottlekleen”
See e Brushes “None Bdi_a_!r"

ST. LOUILS
EICK—NATIONAL ROTARY LABELER
NATIONAL LABELING MACHINE CO. Sole Manulacturer

O0TTO EICK

Eick’s one non-
brewery patent is
worth noting because
it may have been for
the benefit of brewery
workers. Granted
May 6, 1902 it was for
a “heel-cushion,”
which Eick said would
form a comfortable
shoe or boot buffer
“for person’s heel
avoiding any jar to the
body of a person
while walking and
overcoming to a great
extent the tiresome
effects of standing for
any length of time.”

104

The Western Brewer: and Journal of the Barley, Malt and Hop Trades.

May 2, 1902. 0. Eick
HEEL CUSHION

Filed March 18, 1901

699,297

T‘j i

Witnesses Lrvertor.
3 Py Ouee &l
( / : /-
F S IELE._ Y Clnn 8
Attorngy.

June, 1916,

"BOTTLEKLEEN™

All Budweiser Bottles and all the Bottles of the following Breweries

are cleaned with the

Otto Eick Bottle Cleaning System, and the

greatest number of all Bottles used are cleaned with the Otto Eick
==————————Rubber *‘Bottlekleen” Brushes =———=

8t. Louls, Anheuser-Busch
Boston, iu-

Cawrence: ‘Cold Spring Brewin
J-E“y cliy umg-ex and Bets Bm-un:

w Yor Brewing C
Cineinmati; Mosciein Browery

mulunao&n Chattanooga. Brewin Co.
Newport, themlm} Brewing
y wing

n. i Thcon ““"“"‘5 rwm

ios, Loa Angolen Brewin,

es, Mathls ing Co.
er Brewln o

WAL L\( B, IIY AHO.

Dated 1936

Newark. G. Krueger Brewing
West Virginia anng Co.
Montrea, Nat ational Brewing

Valleja, Solano Brewing Co.

Ghicags, Fortune Bros Brs'!nECu
r Fu Kern Brewing Co.

Ploblo, Waltér Brawing Co.

St Louls, Gast Co.
Elcvclnnd G. Gund Brewing Co. Monasha, Walter Bros. Brewing Co.
Yor on Brewery, Appleton, Geo. Walter Brewing Co.
d. Golden West Brewing Co. Seattle, Olympla Bre -n,s‘m
Ree ln[ Brewing 8an Lull Cerveceria de n_Luis, 8. A
Terre Haute, Terre Itaute Brewing Co. Spokane, pokane Brewin
Waukesha, iauw.uke._w;uk.m. Brew- Beoria, Unfon Brewery:
lnnC ,_Acme Brewing Co.
Mexioo, ‘Cervecerla Cuauhtemoc, 8. A.. Jollet, 'Frea Senring.
e Monterrey, , K Brewing Co.
Breens ‘Briia Findiay, Krants Brewl
Evunecitto, Bvansvinte Brewing Co. ity, G. Muchlebach Brewing Co.
Hong Kong, Oriental anery onurln Boo Falls Brewing Co.
Shawano, New orlnn- National Br. ewing C:
Tehuacan, Mr. Licinga Carriios Ls Crus ow Orieans, New Orleans B

Chicago, Keeley Brewing
Chicage, West Bide Brewing Co.

Otto Eick, Inec
Broadway

St Louis, Mo.



