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Locke’s Pop’N Stop With

Push Button Cap Release By Don Thornton

C. Joseph Locke was a sailor, police detective, United States Patent 9 [ 4,403,528
private eye, land developer and an inventor, Locke [45]  Sep. 13, 1983
among other things. Unfortunately, despite his
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2,301,557 8/1957 Belpedio ...
sequently resealing the cap on the bottle or re-
leasing the cap for discard” with a special spring
“push button.” The heavy duty plastic and
chrome device is 6 2-inches long and marked on
the top cup above the release button: POP’N
STOP U.S.A. PAT.PEND.

Locke’s L-N International Inc. of Lake Oswego

trademarked the POP’N STOP name and began production before the
patent was granted. As far as can be determined Locke’s only advertis-
ing was exploratory. The same display ad was taken out on June 13,
1982 in the Houston Post, Lincoln Star Journal in Nebraska, and the Dai-
ly Breeze in Torrance, California.
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The ad said in part: “Pop’N Stop is the easy to use kitchen and bar acces- ,
sory. One end opens capped bottles, and the other tightly reseals.” It POP'N STOP
also offered an “Unconditional Guarantee” that “if you’re not absolutely
delighted, your money will be refunded and we’ll send along an extra dol- | wordmark POP'N STOP

lar for your effort!” The price: $6.50 each for two or more, or one for Status
$6.95.

Goods & (CANCELLED) IC 008: [ Hand
services Implement for Removing a Cap (7]
and Remounting...

Class oos
Serial 73279308

The ads apparently bombed. No others appeared. However, production
continued, at least for a while, based on the number of the devices that

appear for sale on the Internet.
Owners L-N International, Inc.
(CORPORATION; OREGON, USA)

Locke died in 1999 at the age of 68. The Portland, Oregon Oregorian re-
ported in his obituary that Locke “was in the merchant marine as ayoung
man and served in the U.S. Army military police from 1951 to 1959. He was a detective in the San Pablo, Calif.,
police department for about six years, then had a private detective agency in California before moving to Portland
in 1968. He was a land developer in Boardman and then Hawaii, and was a political consultant, mostly in Ha-
waii.” His invention was not mentioned.

GUARANTEED...
Remarkable New Product Saves You

Time and Money...Elegantly

This durable, good looking beverage opener will reseal using the
original cap!
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The Unconditional Guarantee says if you're not
money will be refunded and we'll

} OYes,sendme_____ Pop'n Stop™ at only $6.50 each for two or more, or one for $6.95.
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