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Brian Kellegan’s Bison Designs:

Another Too New To Be Cool? By Don Thornton

Brian James Kelleghan established Bison Designs LLC in Longmont, Colorado in 1987 but it wasn’t until 14 years
later that his first patent was granted and began to multiply. Kelleghan was awarded 11 design patents - five of
them for bottle openers —in 2001, and by 2025 his total was an astounded153. The vast majority of the patents
were for carabiners — mental rings used in mountain climbing.

His first bottle opener design patent was granted May 22 of 2001 for a “foot shaped bottle opener,” that when it
made to the market was 2 Y2-inches long with a hole for a key chain. Other popular openers of the dozen or so
that were produced were the Kokopelli in 2002 and the palm tree in 2004.
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This is how Bison describes itself: “Over the years, our product line has continued to expand, to include a large
variety of pet accessories, paracord survival accessories, unique and custom aluminum accessories (including
carabiners, bottle openers, and more), as well as a number of chalk related products... and our products can be
found in thousands of outdoor and pet specialty stores throughout the United States.” Bison also sells its prod-
ucts direct to the public from its website, but it should be noted, isn’t into branding.

Kelleghan products, like those of James Douglas Welch of Getagadget of Austin, Texas, are probably too contem-
porary to draw the attention of today’s JFO world. However, there’s a chance they may fascinate future JFOers, if
crown caps are still around. And Kelleghan, like Welch, can be compared to the early 20" Century novelty opener
royalty of Harry L. Vaughan, John L. Sommer and Thomas Harding (see The King of Novelty Branding and Combo
Opener Kings, JFO News 2025) despite the fact Bison does not offer branding of its products.

Of Kelleghan’s patents, 149 are design patents (how it looks) and three are utility patents (how it works). Most of
the patents are for carabiners (73) followed by bottle openers (35). Others include several belt and other buckles,
visors and flashlights. Several bottle openers are featured on the Bison website.
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Brian Kellegan
Bottle Opener Patents

Foot D442,448

Kayak D442,838

Guitar D449,500

Toothed Fish D451,774

Gecko D452,123

Kokopelli D453,454

Lantern D453,455

Alien Tool Opener D466,768

Yin-Yang D466,769

Round Tool Opener D466,770

Oval Tool Opener D467,480

Star Tool Opener D472,435

Saw D473,769

Fish Hook D476,640

Nut D482,251

Parrot D488,970

Palm Tree D488,971

Fish Skeleton D488,972

Turtle D488,973

Tiki D488,974

Snowshoe D495,570

Surfboard D495,937

Hammer D497,087

Shark D500,648

Sea Turtle D501,787

Ice Axe D504,289

Saw D504,599

Deer D516,886

Fire Axe D518,886

Dolphin D517,881

Fish D5210,825

Guitar Opener & Pick Holder D544,767

Saxophone D568,128

Canoe Paddle D588,425

Belt Buckle D622,178

Bison Patented Beer Openers




