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Tale of Two Juniors: Neumer & Ruppert 
C-022-001 Ruppert By Don Thornton 

The backstory of Ferdinand Neumer’s 1934 bottle opener patent has cool JFO historical significance. It also pro-
vides a snapshot of the pioneering, tight-knit community of German-American brewers in New York City. 
 
Neumer, a New York City native, applied for his design patent on De-
cember 7, 1933 and it was granted February 27, 1934. He assigned the 
patent to Jacob Ruppert, described in the papers as a New York corpora-
tion.  
 
The resulting 5-inch opener is marked on one side: JACOB RUPPERT  
BREWER-NEW YORK and in smaller type: PAT. NO. 91635, with a grape 
leaf and vine design. The other side is marked: KNICKERBOCKER  THE 
BREW THAT SATISFIES and in smaller type: SAVE THIS OPENER  and 
ORDER BY THE CASE. 

Neumer was born into a New York City beer concern. His father, Ferdinand Sr., emigrated to the U.S. from Frank-
furt, Germany at the age of 16 in 1866 and founded a beer bottling business carrying his name in the late 1870s. 
The company made lager and bottles for other companies, including a three-decade relationship with the Ehret 
Brewing Company, which at times carried his name on their labels and advertisements.  Brewery founder George 
Ehret also was a German immigrant who came to the New York City in 1857 and launched Hell Gate Brewery in 
1866. In a newspaper advertisement in 1885, Neumer listed his bottling for Ehret and Joseph Schlitz Brewing and 
offered bottles “For the Trade, Family Use and Export.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feb. 27, 1934.        F. Neumer             DES. 91,635 
BOTTLE OPENER 
Filed Dec. 7, 1933 

Two slight stamping versions are known for Jacob Ruppert / 
Knickerbocker opener.  The font size on the Knickerbocker side 
has a larger version and a smaller version for the slogan text. 
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In addition to Ehret and Schlitz, Neumer re-
portedly sold bottles to Bartholomay Brew-
ery, Rochester Brewery, Anheuser-Busch, 
Robert Smith Brewing and most likely Jacob 
Ruppert Brewing Company. Ferdinand Sr. 
died in 1911 at the age of 62, and Ferdinand 

Jr., who had worked most of his adult life for the firm, took over. He successfully ran the company until Prohibi-
tion felled the industry. Ferdinand Jr. died in 1934, just months after his patent was awarded. 
 
There is a good chance Ferdinand Jr., as a member of the German-American beer community with years of beer 
bottling experience, worked for another New York City junior before his death and assigned his bottle opener pa-
tent to his then employer. 
 
That other junior was Jacob Ruppert Jr., president of the brewery launched by his father, Jacob Sr., in 1867. His 
grandfather, Franz Ruppert, moved to the U.S. from Bavaria in 1835 and owned and operated the Turtle Bay Brew-
ery in New York City before selling it in 1869. His mother was the former Anna Gillig, daughter of George Gillig, yet 
another Bavaria immigrant to the U.S. who became a 
well-known brewer who is credited with introducing 
lager beer to New York City in 1846. 
 
Ruppert Jr. was a colorful celebrity of sorts, who in ad-
dition to being a prominent brewer was a National 
Guard colonel and a member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives from New York from 1899 to 1907. He also 
owned the New York Yankees from 1915 until his death 
in 1939 and is famous for bringing Babe Ruth to play 
ball in New York.  Ruppert was inducted into the Base-
ball Hall of Fame in 2013. The brewery sold its flagship 
beverage, Knickerbocker, to Rheingold before going out 
of business in 1965. 
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Knickerbocker was heavily advertised in newspapers over the years. In 1911 the slogan was “THE BEER THAT 
SATISFIES.” In 1933 in Miami it was “BEER – BEAUTY and BIKES” and in 1939 “THE BEER THAT MADE THE OLD 
DAYS GOOD!”  
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