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Walker’s Unbeatable Wire Bottle Openers

By Don Thornton

Patent wizard Edwin Walker described his invention as “a device of maximum efficiency and utility.” He also said
in his patent papers that it can be “economically and expeditiously produced, is esthetic in appearance and em-
bodies all the characteristics which go to make an ideal crown opener.”

In other words it was cheap and easy to manufacture and good looking. And for these reasons Walker’s designs
for wire bottle openers proved the most popular ever with billions produced over the years. Walker, a prolific in-
ventor, is considered the father of the wire-style opener (JFO E type) and his Erie, Pennsylvania company the first
to mass produce what could be considered the perfect bottle opener for beverage advertising.

Walker was granted four patents for his wire openers dating back to his first application on September 21, 1909.
(For full patent info and wizardry details see DD) The Twists and Turns of Walker’s Erie Specialty Co. JFO News
2025. 2025-Openers-DD.pdf) Those patents resulted in four models, three featuring double “lips” or lugs to lift
the crown and a fourth with double “lips” and a top “lip” for an added downward push opening.

taking out an advertisement in the premier trade magazme
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Prices quotged according to. quantity.
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At this point, Erie stopped advertising (at least in American Bottler)
and apparently licensed its wire opener patents to other companies.
According to ads in American Bottler, those including the Autoyre
Company of Oakville, Connecticut, Sealtite Stopper & Machine
Company of New York City, and the Crown Cork and Seal Company
of Baltimore.

Autoyre had two ads in American Bottlerin 1912 and 1913. The 1913
ad bragged: “Best and cheapest crown opener on the market.” Au-
toyre, founded in 1912 with the purchase of the Baird Machine Com-
pany of Oakville, manufactured wire and metal novelties at the time.
In later years it had a major connection to Sealtite.

Sealtite, a top manufac-
turer of crown caps, took
out a full-page ad in

1915, touting two open-
ers it offered as loss lead-
ers to promote its crown
caps (“The best crowns
at a lower price
than the next
best.”) Sealtite dis-
closedits ties to
Autoyre in the copy
block to the left of
the three wire

openers:
We offer the “Autoyre” line of Wire Openers. Lowest prices
and best wire. Don’t buy until you know our figures. Beware
of openers made with light weight or poor wire, and open-
ers that pinch the finger.

The copy block to the right explained its cheap opener price
strategy:

As bottler, you have to give Openers away. Openers are as
necessary to your customers as gasoline is to an automo-
bile. Minimize that advertising expense; give the best Open-
ers at the lowest cost to you. Some Openers are advertised
at seven and ten times our prices. The reason is that we
have Openers simply as a leader and to advertise our
Crowns. Get your supply from us. Don’t pay fancy prices.

h_THl_'. AUTOYRE C0O. - - Oakwville. Conn.

Berr and cheaperi

Crown Opener
on the marker
W rmake dollaisnl atulas Gl wad Baimples and gilce

GET OUR SAMPLES AND PRICES ON

CROWN @ﬂm OPENERS
ﬁ

THE AMERICAN BOTTLER
CROWNING

Crown Corks  MicHINES Openers

Sulllltc to beul Right.

than the mext best.
ns. Write for samples.

Write also for san euallic Opes
When ‘f'uu ﬁet Uur “\ample—‘r’nur “rlfc
= Will Tell
- You How
%Y Good It Is
| —

Sealtite Stopper & [lachine Co.
£
15117 u.w'::“u‘a'::k - W f«f‘m
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How cheap were they? An undated Sealtite advertising THE AMERICAN BOTTLER

folder lists the loss leader price for wire openers with Crown Corks |SROWNING C
i rown O
printing on both flat sides at 25 cents per gross, mini- ciividiit o petes

mum 75 gross. That comes out to about six openers for O otk il L il (el ey il
or samples, and first-class material and workmanship, We

a penny. PRICES ON PLAIN CR s find there is a demand for beth openers we sell.
“SEALTITE” As for our “Sealtite” Metallic—Your Wife
) . . W mada our price low C Will Tell
Sealtite had another full-page American Bottler ad in Composition - - - - - - @B | Tt & St N\ You How
1919, saying in part: “We offer the Sealtite Metallic and N . | = el

the ‘Autoyre’ line of wire openers, which means lowest (st g e e o) || e ot e

cast ifom epener and nimost

prices and first-class material and workmanship.” The dull season is the proper time || o s i mourc.

s = p See how it works =
in which to test and experiment. , e et e
Try our Crowns now. We claim to have the best

Advertise!
e

Sealtite had a hefty percentage of the crown cap mar- bttt il syl el

offer the results of years of experience in the man-

. . wfacture of Crowns, preceded by for ears of
ket, but there was only one big dog throughout the his- cxpeience a he ok e 4 e e oo -

reful treatmen S
tory of the industry — the Crown Cork and Seal Company i e et At ol .1

loose discs; no leakage.
“Remarkable Genius” - William Painter, JFO News A selected igh-grace Crown a prepased 1o rdes
2025. 2025-Openers-13.pdf) oo
Crowning Machines

Write for full particalars

and every shipment we make will be found up to i -
. . opre . . ndard 11 our wns, including the plain,
of Baltimore, founded in 1892 by William Painter, inven- o lacqutred on the losde wihost cheres. The
lacquer wents rust and i the
tor of the crown cap and its first opener. (For Painter’s ﬁg;:g“;hgmijﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁg \
story see 13) Credit The Crown Cap And Opener To A e S oo

In conclusion: “SEALTITE" 10 seal right .
«SEALTITE " settles it. It has seiiled the seal- Write for samples and prices of Wire Openers—
ing problem for thousands of bottlers. ~ copper or nickel finish, plain or printed.

Sealtite Stopper @ Machine Co.
111=117 Maiden Lane 'ﬁ%eéé:z?mm

Mew York City

s i Tus Aussirss Hevrss shes ssssins sfeastasmsnis

—WIRE=— M\ i
OPENERS

Sealtite Stopper & Machine Co.

GROSS

PLAIN—Copper Finish 22c

any quantity ..____.__

PRINTED —Openers printed both sides, No. | or
No. 2. We charge for the die at cost.

CROWN CORKS

No charge for die on repeat orders.

75/200 Gross, Copper Finith._-_______ 2‘3R5°c55
CROWNING MACHINES LOWEST PRICES /G o oS5 23

— BEST WIRE —

s, For nickel finish add 15¢. Gross
Both of the above openers lock where the ends meet,
CROWN OPENERS which prevents pinching of the hand or finger. Net 30 days, f.o.b. factory

No. 2 Plain o3 BEST WIRE AND LOWEST PRICES

|

We guarantee prompt deliveries. First-class workman-
ship. Our automatic machines turn out the best finish,
*both plain and printed. We guarantee uniform printing.
The letters show clearly and none of them run off the
wire. The metal is not rubbed off on any part of the

Send your orders or inquiries to

opener. The lugs which lift the cap are heavier on our
opener than in any other in the market. The lugs will
bend and break where an opener is made with poor wire.

ey - Our openers lock where the two ends meet which
The No. 2 Opener fits over Neck of Bottle prevents pinching of the hand or finger.

SEALTITE STOPPER & MACHINE CO.

‘WM. J. FARRELL, Pres.

115 Maiden Lane NEW YORK
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October 1st, 1916, i 3 . o7
TS AND OTHER CAUSES (lams for shortage must be made within 30 days after receiplt of Goods. - I‘HET_]IHE\“VEES ._'FOUII.NTAL.

e e fore Lot wpes 1oill be znade.

Crown Cork Mackines wade by this (& oy areficrnished only wnder liccnse
condract restricting therr use to (rowr (orks supplied. by s Loneperiy.
Machine Larts are suppliod for 1ise only on licensed Warlunes and subject to
the license. A goods . OB Baltimore.

iy
Dot re. SEP 81 B

// _MoRae Coca Golla Bokg, Wks.

)mu; bt nT

Vo

Helena, Ga.

Extraordinary Opener Values
Light, Rigid and Compact
Coppered and Nickeled Finished
Plain and Embossed

Terms:30 days NHp066 (lu,‘ (Iuwu (Ulk’iﬂ[ﬂ &’l‘a (u

Acconarits not paid whier due are. w//////n Stght dreft. e

Shipedvia PAL 1501152 ;/mm 1637 Guilford. \\ e.

TWE AMERICAN BOTTLER

Crown Cork took out five full-page ads in - The ORIOLE’S classiness and utility

the American Bottle in 1915 with such ‘;?ﬁ,‘;ﬁ; ﬁi?i‘ﬁp}j;i;?f,hp’;?,‘f‘;ia‘}ﬁfe“id‘;‘;';‘;?;‘c‘?

headlines as “Two World Beaters,” Going Like Wildfire!! ment of the first order.

. . . . . T was only yesterday that one of the biggest and
“Going Like Wildfire!” and “Working Day ll"i‘ﬁ el Bl n e v s i3 e The TERRAPIN can be slipped over the
and Night” — all related to “Our new s UH“ T neck of an ordinary beverage bottle.

Opener the ‘Oriole.”” The first ad said in
part: “The popularity of the ‘Oriole’ is as-
sured and we suggest you order your
1915 requirements at once.” The ad also
said: “Note the three lugs -A, B and C,
which enable the Crown to be lifted by

How many gross of each do you require?

either an up or down motion.” A 1916 ad g2l '
. « Y} 7N\ The Crown P
|ntr‘oduc‘ed the “Terrapin. Ar'10ther 1916 Cnrk i S‘_a,vc‘,mm“ya»;} TWO World Beaters
ad in a different trade magazine, The Bainor, US4 N Fla, Light, Risid and Compact; No Pinching of Fingers f
Brewers’ Journal, said: “The Terrapin can AT ;
be slipped over the neck of an ordinary beverage bottle.” Crown Cork ‘ «22(; 25(‘,-—» Y
also had “a clever ad” within a clever advertisement. e e -
wides, im place of oury
Order now, without delay, for your
omowe Christmas trade ‘!
The Crown Cork and Seal Company ;
BALTIMORE, U. S, A.
| R |

e — —‘__ET

A CLEVER Al) FOR
ANY BOTTLER

COPPERED OR NICKELED FINISH

7OU can have your name or other wor
embossed on one or both sides and the

ished product will be a much-sought-after
souvenir highly appreciated by your trade <
Its classiness and utility value coupled with your =/ ﬁ'\
name will turn the tnck g! B
FLAT, LIGHT, RIGID AND COMPACT o) E
For prices and prompt service write, wire or phone E, dl

us immediately \ [
The Crown Cork and Seal Co '! !’ ‘
BALTIMORE, U . S. A |
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At about this time, Constant J. Kryzanowsky of Baltimore entered the
Crown Cork picture. Kryzanowsky, an immigrant from Russian known to
friends as “Count,” applied for a patent for a wire opener on February 4,
1915 and it was granted December 16, 1919, Patent No. 1,324,830. He as-
signed the patent to his employer. A manager and consulting engineer at
Crown Cork, Kryzanowsky said his improved opener with “tongue and
groove” butt was designed so that it could be “formed on high speed wire-
forming machines” without waste and thus reducing costs. One example is
marked: KLAUSMANN'’S SPECIAL (note the tongue and groove joint at the
end of the handle).

The same year Kryzanowsky’s patent was granted, another Crown Cork
employee applied for yet another wire opener. That employee was George
Goebel of Baltimore whose “stopper extractor” patent was granted in
1921, Patent No. 1,395,103, which he assigned to Crown Cork. (For Goe-
bel’s story see 716) Crown Cork’s Midget ‘Stopper Extractor,” JFO News
2026. 2026-Openers-16.pdf) It is not known if Crown Cork manufactured
the 2 Y4-inch long opener. What is known is that Crown Cork apparently li-
censed the patent to Vaughan Novelty Manufacturing Company, with an
undated Vaughan advertisement featuring it and other wire openers.

A FEW NEW NUMBERS IN WIRE BOTTLE OPENERS
ADDED TO THE EXTENSIVE VAUGHAN LINE

No. 190

No. 127 :

Dec. 16, 1919. C. J. Kryzanowsky 1,324,880
REMOVER OR OPENER FOR BOTTLE CAPS
Filed Feb. 4, 1915

Fig 1.
5

Wlriesses : Trwerdor:
ool 3 Moy yamenty
/Z,%ﬁdd,« % /«-J»/ll%dr .
Oct. 25, 1921 G. Goebel 1,395,103

STOPPER EXTRACTOR
Filed Apr. 12, 1919

INVENTOR.

afin‘%u oetet

BY
Ao TG
ATTORNEYS.

PRICES AND SAMPLES ON REQUEST
ASK FOR BOTTLE OPENER FOLDER

~ VAUGHAN NOVELTY MFG. CO., Inc.
3211-25 Carroll Avenue CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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Walker’s Unbeatable Wire Bottle Openers

The Crown Cork and Seal Company was the big dog but there was another company that poached on the Crown
Cork name, started as a puppy and later became the biggest dog of all. The man behind the puppy was Harry L.
Vaughan, a very successful salesman with a background in beverage bottling who went to work for Crown Cork
and Seal in 1905 as its Chicago area representative. In 1909, Vaughan quit Crown Cork and within a year
launched his own concern with bit of name poaching, the Chicago-based Crown Throat and Opener Company,
later changed to the previously mentioned Vaughan Novelty Manufacturing Company. Over the next 35 years the
company became the biggest producer of bottle openers in the country. (For details on this marketing genius, see
02) The King Of Novelty Branding Collectibles Harry Lockwood Vaughan, JFO news 2025. 2025-Openers-02.pdf)

Itis believed Vaughan first offered wire openers about 1914, NO. 18
based on an advertisement that year in the trade magazine
Southern Carbonator and Bottler. The ad advised bottlers to
“write for quantity prices with your ‘ad’ stamped on both
sides.” Another undated advertisement offered different mod-
els and combo styles of wire openers. One 3 1/2-inch model is
branded HOLLYWOOD BREWING CO. RED RIBBON BEER and
in tiny type VAUGHAN CHICAGO. Another model, unbranded NO. 17
and with a cardboard backing, promises: “Will open any crown Figure 8
cap bottle with ease.” Over the years Vaughan manufactured ST
several different wire models, including those with a bar han-
dle. In later years the models took on a more square top and
bottom.

5 »; 7y "v“,m uw \ \.\.\

R B

PRICES: Small lots, 33¢c per gross. Copper finish.
Plain, barrels, about 70 gross, 30c per gr.

Write

fOl'

Quantity
Prices
With
Y our

“AD”

Stamped

on

Both
Sides

A
Yaughan, Yaughan,
QUALITY QUALITY

PRODUCT PRODUCT

' BOTTLE CAP REMOVER »

ALWAYS HAVE ONE HANDY

BOTTLE WITH £ASE | /o GHAN-GHIGAGO

VAUGHAN MFG. CO. - CHICAGO 24
MADE IN U. S. OF AMERItA WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF CAN AND BOTTLE OPENERS PRINTED IN U. S. OF AMERICA

3 — CHROME PLATED —
WILL O ANY CROWN CAPPED — HEAVY DUTY;-—
{ A
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All the different models and combos help sum up this category of openers, the massive popularity of which is
based on the fact the wire model was and is cheap and easy to manufacture and brand. Its popularity over the
years resulted in a score of different designs, 34 of which are listed in the JFO ‘E’ category, and an estimated 800
different brewers and others putting their names on the handles.

ADVERTISING NOVELTIES

703-11 Fulton St.,

Chicago, Ill.
Phone Monroe 1399
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Vaughan is believed
to have been the
only manufacturer
to putits name on
wire openers, and
not on all of the
ones it made. The
vast majority of sur-
viving wire openers
today offer no hint
as to the identity of
the manufacturer -
be it Erie Specialty,
Autoyre, Sealtite or
Crown Cork. And
there is another big
name to add to the
list, the corkscrew
powerhouse C. T.
Williamson Compa-
ny of Newark, New
Jersey, which ac-
quired the wire nov-
elty business of the
Erie Specialty Com-
panyin 1918. (For
details of the super
successful Newark
manufacturer,

see 09) Cornelius
Titus Williamson
Co.’s Confidential
Tribute, JFO News
2026. 2026-
Openers-09.pdf) A
1937 Williamson
sheet with prices on
wire bottle openers
offered beverage
makers and others:
“Advertisement in
raised letters on
both sides.”

12-137

C-T-WIILLIAMSON WIRIE NOVELTY €O

= =%

AND ASSOCIATES

52-72 BADGER AVENUE
NEWARK-NEW JERSEY-U-S-A

|
Il

TeELEPHONE: BlGELOW 3-2463

Net Prices On Wire Bottle Openers

No. 168 — Made from 9 gauge wire
No. 1681 — Made from 8 gauge wire

Joint
spot welded
Cannot pinch hand

Advertisement
in raised letters
on both sides

SM 10M 25M S50M 160M
168 Coppered (Unlettered) $4.20 $4.10 $3.95 $3.80 $3.70
168 Coppered (Lettered) 6.50 5.50 5.00 4.75 4.50
1683 Coppered (Unlettered) 5.00 4.85 4.75 4.50 4.45
168} Coppered (Lettered) 8.00 6.75 6.25 6.00 5.75
No. 171 — Made from 9 gauge wire
Advertisement Joint

in raised letters
on both sides

spot welded
Cannot pinch hand

SM 10M

25M 50M 100M
171 Coppered (Unlettered) $4.50 $4.40 $4.20 $4.10 $3.95
171 Coppered (Lettered) 6.90 5.90 5.40 5.15 4.90

Advertisement
in raised letters
on top side only

Curved to hang
over neck of bottle
for easy distribution

SM 10M 25M 50M 100M
170 Coppered (Unlettered) $5.50 $5.40 $5.20 $5.10 $4.95
170 Coppered (Lettered) 7.90 6.90 6.40 6.15 5.90

SPECIAL NOTICE
On lettered openers we charge $7.50 extra for die on quantities less than 25M.
No die charge on repeat orders providing same lettering is used.
Nickel plated openers at $1.00 per M extra.
All openers packed strictly in bulk.
Terms—F. O. B. Newark, 30 days net or 2% ten days from date of invoice.
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BRANCHES

of CROWN CORK & SEAL CO, at
ATLANTA, CA., 53 FORSYTH ST., 8. W.

Crown Cork System

tovon s, v comerens v CROWNS AND MACHINES

sTREET FROM A SINGLE SOURCE

CINCINNATI, OMIO, 212.214 €. THIRD ST.

DALLAS, TEXAS, ROSS AND AUSTIN STS. The Oﬂly Comp’ctc S)'s!em Availuble

DENVER, COLO., 1700 16TH ST,
DETROIT, MICH., 2179 FRANKLIN STREEY AUTOMA“C COOLER CARBONATOR
HOUSTON, TEXAS, 315 PRESTON AVE,

KANSAS CITY, MO., 500 DELAWARE ST, FILLER AND CROWNER AND CROWNS

NEW ORLEANS, LA., 5180 HOWARD AVE.

NEW YORK, N. Y., 225 VARICK ST. Highest Quality

OMAMA, NEBD., 16TH AND LEAVENWORTH .
ST. LOUIS, MO., 406 N. THIRD ST. ACCuraw Opefauon

DI TRAIBUTORD Uniformity of Production

AMERICAN BREWERS SUPPLY CO.,
112 SMITHFIELD SY., PITTSBURGH, PA,

DEARD & BEARD, CROWNS L

SALISBURY, N. C.

BOTTLERS SUPPLY COMPANY, Plain Double Lacquered
200 JACKSON ST.. MILWAUKEE. WiS. z
A SR ey Decorated Private Decorated

401 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLOG. . 2

s mavew, Cowms. Open Stock Proprietary
FLORIDA BOTTLERS COMPANY

F. O. BOX 2278, JACKSONVILLE, TLA
MACKSTAFFATKINSON COMPANY

1312 SANTE FE AVE,, MACH]NES N

LOS ANGELES, CaLIF,
J. V. MANNAGAN,

Baltimore Semi-Automatic Filler and Crowner

i e e g T Dixie Full Automatic Filler and Crowner
CHAS., L. MEINLE SPrEC. COMPANY 2
2718 RUTM STREEY, PMILADELPNIA. PA Jumbo Crowners New Process Coolers

MEMPHIS BOTTLERS SUPPLY CO., d -

137 K. CALHOUS. ST., MEPHS, TENL Adriance Crowners
JOMN MULMERN COMPANY,

182 ZND STREET, COR. HMOWARD

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. "
€. H. NEWMAN INC,

1400 WEST NINTH STRERY,

CLEVELAND, OMIO

Irwin Carbonators

NORTHWESTERN EXTRACT CO.,

234 BROADWAY, MILWAUKEE, Wis,
W. €. PEELER COMPANY,

1200 GADSDEN ST., COLUMBIA, 8. C.
PARKER-SROWNE COMPANY

1212 EAST FRONT STREET

FORT WORTH, TEXAS
EDGAR SAUVER & CoO.,

11281131 TEXAS ST., EL PASO, TEXAS
F. M. SAUTER COMPANY,

NISKAYUNA, N, Y.

N O«
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WALL AND TABLE TYPE .,."' -« w A s “.\3‘
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