
Just For Openers January-December 2026 1 

Walker’s Unbeatable Wire Bottle Openers 
By Don Thornton 

Patent wizard Edwin Walker described his invention as “a device of maximum efficiency and utility.” He also said 
in his patent papers that it can be “economically   and expeditiously produced, is esthetic in appearance and em-
bodies all the characteristics which go to make an ideal crown opener.”  
 
In other words it was cheap and easy to manufacture and good looking. And for these reasons Walker’s designs 
for wire bottle openers proved the most popular ever with billions produced over the years. Walker, a prolific in-
ventor, is considered the father of the wire-style opener (JFO E type) and his Erie, Pennsylvania company the first 
to mass produce what could be considered the perfect bottle opener for beverage advertising.  
 
Walker was granted four patents for his wire openers dating back to his first application on September 21, 1909. 
(For full patent info and wizardry details see DD) The Twists and Turns of Walker’s Erie Specialty Co. JFO News 
2025. 2025-Openers-DD.pdf)  Those patents resulted in four models, three featuring double “lips” or lugs to lift 
the crown and a fourth with double “lips” and a top “lip” for an added downward push opening.  

 
Walker moved quickly to get his wire opener on the market, 
taking out an advertisement in the premier trade magazine 
American Bottler in the May, 1910 issue appealing to bever-
age bottlers and other manufacturers. “We emboss your 

card on openers, 
making a lasting ad-
vertisement,” the ad 
read in part. An ad-
vertisement in Ameri-
can Bottler (formerly 
The Western Brewer 
and Journal of the 
Barley, Malt and Hop 
Trades) in 1912 re-
peated Walker’s 
product trade name 
“Quick and Easy.” 
 

https://www.just-for-openers.org/2025-Openers-DD.pdf
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At this point, Erie stopped advertising (at least in American Bottler) 
and apparently licensed its wire opener patents to other companies. 
According to ads in American Bottler, those including the Autoyre 
Company of Oakville, Connecticut, Sealtite Stopper & Machine 
Company of New York City, and the Crown Cork and Seal Company 
of Baltimore. 
 
Autoyre had two ads in American Bottler in 1912 and 1913. The 1913 
ad bragged: “Best and cheapest crown opener on the market.” Au-
toyre, founded in 1912 with the purchase of the Baird Machine Com-
pany of Oakville, manufactured wire and metal novelties at the time. 
In later years it had a major connection to Sealtite. 

 
Sealtite, a top manufac-
turer of crown caps, took 
out a full-page ad in 
1915, touting two open-
ers it offered as loss lead-
ers to promote its crown 
caps (“The best crowns 
at a lower price 
than the next 
best.”) Sealtite dis-
closed its ties to 
Autoyre in the copy 
block to the left of 
the three wire 

openers: 
We offer the “Autoyre” line of Wire Openers. Lowest prices 
and best wire. Don’t buy until you know our figures. Beware 
of openers made with light weight or poor wire, and open-
ers that pinch the finger. 
 
The copy block to the right explained its cheap opener price 
strategy: 
As  bottler, you have to give Openers away. Openers are as 
necessary to your customers as gasoline is to an automo-
bile. Minimize that advertising expense; give the best Open-
ers at the lowest cost to you. Some Openers are advertised 
at seven and ten times our prices. The reason is that we 
have Openers simply as a leader and to advertise our 
Crowns. Get your supply from us. Don’t pay fancy prices. 
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How cheap were they? An undated Sealtite advertising 
folder lists the loss leader price for wire openers with 
printing on both flat sides at 25 cents per gross, mini-
mum 75 gross. That comes out to about six openers for 
a penny. 
 
Sealtite had another full-page American Bottler ad in 
1919, saying in part: “We offer the Sealtite Metallic and 
the ‘Autoyre’ line of wire openers, which means lowest 
prices and first-class material and workmanship.” 
 
Sealtite had a hefty percentage of the crown cap mar-
ket, but there was only one big dog throughout the his-
tory of the industry – the Crown Cork and Seal Company 
of Baltimore, founded in 1892 by William Painter, inven-
tor of the crown cap and its first opener. (For Painter’s 
story see 13) Credit The Crown Cap And Opener To A 
“Remarkable Genius” – William Painter, JFO News 
2025. 2025-Openers-13.pdf) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.just-for-openers.org/2025-Openers-13.pdf
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Crown Cork took out five full-page ads in 
the American Bottle in 1915 with such 
headlines as “Two World Beaters,” 
“Going Like Wildfire!” and “Working Day 
and Night” – all related to “Our new 
Opener the ‘Oriole.’” The first ad said in 
part: “The popularity of the ‘Oriole’ is as-
sured and we suggest you order your 
1915 requirements at once.” The ad also 
said: “Note the three lugs –A, B and C, 
which enable the Crown to be lifted by 
either an up or down motion.” A 1916 ad 
introduced the “Terrapin.” Another 1916 
ad in a different trade magazine, The 
Brewers’ Journal, said: “The Terrapin can 
be slipped over the neck of an ordinary beverage bottle.” Crown Cork 
also had “a clever ad” within a clever advertisement.  
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At about this time, Constant J.  Kryzanowsky of Baltimore entered the 
Crown Cork picture. Kryzanowsky, an immigrant from Russian known to 
friends as “Count,” applied for a patent for a wire opener on February 4, 
1915 and it was granted December 16, 1919, Patent No. 1,324,830. He as-
signed the patent to his employer. A manager and consulting engineer at 
Crown Cork, Kryzanowsky said his improved opener with “tongue and 
groove” butt was designed so that it could be “formed on high speed wire-
forming machines” without waste and thus reducing costs. One example is 
marked: KLAUSMANN’S SPECIAL (note the tongue and groove joint at the 
end of the handle). 

 
The same year Kryzanowsky’s patent was granted, another Crown Cork 
employee applied for yet another wire opener. That employee was George 
Goebel of Baltimore whose “stopper extractor” patent was granted in 
1921, Patent No. 1,395,103, which he assigned to Crown Cork.  (For Goe-
bel’s story see 16) Crown Cork’s Midget ‘Stopper Extractor,’ JFO News 
2026. 2026-Openers-16.pdf) It is not known if Crown Cork manufactured 
the 2 ¼-inch long opener. What is known is that Crown Cork apparently li-
censed the patent to Vaughan Novelty Manufacturing Company, with an 
undated Vaughan advertisement featuring it and other wire openers. 
 
 

 
 

Dec. 16, 1919. C. J. Kryzanowsky     1,324,880 
REMOVER OR OPENER FOR BOTTLE CAPS 

Filed Feb. 4, 1915 

Oct. 25, 1921      G. Goebel               1,395,103 
STOPPER EXTRACTOR 

Filed Apr. 12, 1919 

https://www.just-for-openers.org/2026-Openers-16.pdf


Just For Openers January-December 2026 7 

Walker’s Unbeatable Wire Bottle Openers 
By Don Thornton 

 
The Crown Cork and Seal Company was the big dog but there was another company that poached on the Crown 
Cork name, started as a puppy and later became the biggest dog of all.  The man behind the puppy was Harry L. 
Vaughan, a very successful salesman with a background in beverage bottling who went to work for Crown Cork 
and Seal in 1905 as its Chicago area representative. In 1909, Vaughan quit Crown Cork and within a year 
launched his own concern with  bit of name poaching, the Chicago-based Crown Throat and Opener Company, 
later changed to the previously mentioned Vaughan Novelty Manufacturing Company. Over the next 35 years the 
company became the biggest producer of bottle openers in the country. (For details on this marketing genius, see 
02) The King Of Novelty Branding Collectibles Harry Lockwood Vaughan, JFO news 2025. 2025-Openers-02.pdf) 
 
It is believed Vaughan first offered wire openers about 1914, 
based on an advertisement that year in the trade magazine 
Southern Carbonator and Bottler. The ad advised bottlers to 
“write for quantity prices with your ‘ad’ stamped on both 
sides.” Another undated advertisement offered different mod-
els and combo styles of wire openers. One 3 1/2-inch model is 
branded HOLLYWOOD BREWING CO. RED RIBBON BEER and 
in tiny type VAUGHAN CHICAGO. Another model, unbranded 
and with a cardboard backing, promises: “Will open any crown 
cap bottle with ease.” Over the years Vaughan manufactured 
several different wire models, including those with a bar han-
dle. In later years the models took on a more square top and 
bottom.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.just-for-openers.org/2025-Openers-02.pdf
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All the different models and combos help sum up this category of openers, the massive popularity of which is 
based on the fact the wire model was and is cheap and easy to manufacture and brand. Its popularity over the 
years resulted in a score of  different designs, 34 of which are listed in the  JFO ‘E’ category, and an estimated 800 
different brewers and others putting their names on the handles. 
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Vaughan is believed 
to have been the 
only manufacturer 
to put its name on 
wire openers, and 
not on all of the 
ones it made. The 
vast majority of sur-
viving wire openers 
today offer no hint 
as to the identity of 
the manufacturer – 
be it Erie Specialty, 
Autoyre, Sealtite or 
Crown Cork.  And 
there is another big 
name to add to the 
list, the corkscrew 
powerhouse C. T. 
Williamson Compa-
ny of Newark, New 
Jersey, which ac-
quired the wire nov-
elty business of the 
Erie Specialty Com-
pany in 1918.  (For 
details of the super 
successful Newark 
manufacturer, 
see 09) Cornelius 
Titus Williamson 
Co.’s Confidential 
Tribute, JFO News 
2026. 2026-
Openers-09.pdf) A 
1937 Williamson 
sheet with prices on 
wire bottle openers 
offered beverage 
makers and others: 
“Advertisement in 
raised letters on 
both sides.”  

https://www.just-for-openers.org/2026-Openers-09.pdf
https://www.just-for-openers.org/2026-Openers-09.pdf
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