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John Hasselbring was born June 16, 1864 in Germany. He arrived in the port of New York 
on March 19, 1883. He was listed in the 1888-9 Brooklyn City Directory as a gold beater at 
252 Humboldt. In later directories, he was listed as a silversmith. 
 
In 1894, Jeremiah Lott, Otto T. Schmidt and John Hasselbring formed a partnership to 
make fine gold and silver novelties for canes and umbrellas. They occupied a 75’ x 100’ 
floor at 112-116 Walker Street, New York City. 
 
Hasselbring became a U. S. citizen at the Kings County Court on June 13, 1896 while living 
at 766 Hart St in Brooklyn.  
 
On March 26, 1897, the Lott, Schmitt and Hasselbring partnership was dissolved. The 
business continued under the name of Jerimiah Lott. Ten days later Lott announced he 
had taken in Schmitt as a partner and named the business Lott & Schmitt. 
 
Hasselbring began his business in his own name on June 18, 1897. His silversmith business 
was located at 139-141 Elm Street. 
 
On March 1, 1906, Hasselbring filed for a patent on his bottle opener design. 
 
On April 21, 1910, the John Hasselbring Manufacturing Company of Brooklyn was 
incorporated in the state of New York with a capital of $75,000 (over 2.5 million 2026 
dollars).  The directors were Dr. Charles Ermentraut, Gertrude Hasselbring and Herbert E. 
Reich. 
 
By 1914 John’s business had moved to 1143 DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn. 
 
In the 1930 U S Federal Census for Queens, New York, 66 year old Hasselbring’s 
occupation is listed as gardener for a private family.  
 
John died November 13, 1946. 
 
Hasselbring’s company was taken over by Crown Silver Company. Crown silver also bought 
Revere Silver, Woldfenden Silver, and the dies of Arnston Silver Company. Crown closed in 
1960. 
 

 



The image on the first page is an AI enhanced photo from this collage that appeared in 
the May 28, 1916 edition of The Times-Picayune, New Orleans with an article headlined 
“Remarkable Lawn Sculptures are created by Brooklyn man.” The reporter discusses 
how John Hasselbring transformed his shrubbery at 167 Vanderveer Place, Brooklyn 
Manor, to make replicas of products of his workshop. John had spent several years 
experimenting with the California privet shrubs and shaping them into a loving cup like 
the one next to him as well as rings, cups, baskets and furniture.  The story went viral 
and was published in newspapers nationwide. 
 
Hasselbring sold his home and garden to state Senator Hasenpflug in June, 1916. 

 
 



Hasselbring’s trademark of April 30, 1907. 

An advertising pocket mirror made by Bastian Bros. Co., Rochester, New York. 



Envelope postmarked December 23, 1908 showing 
Hasselbring at 111-113 Nimrod Street, Brooklyn. 

The corkscrew design shown on the 1908 envelope. 



Below: Walker’s 1900 Patent bell which Hasselbring 
used on pre-Prohibition corkscrews. In Hassebring’s 
1906 design patent, he affixed the wire 
breaker/loop seal remover to the bottle cap lifter. 

Above: John Hasselbring’s U. S. Design 
Patent No. 38,166 of August 14, 1906 
for a bottle opener and loop seal 
remover. No corkscrew was shown in 
the drawings. 
 
 
 
 
Below: Advertisement in The Jewelers’ 
Circular-Weekly, November 7, 1906. 



Advertising in The Chat, 
Brooklyn, New York, 
November 29, 1913. 



Playing card theme on this 
Hasselbring set. 

Using a similar silver mount for a floral 
theme. Before Prohibition, Hasselbring was 
buying the hardware from Edwin Walker at 
Erie Specialty, Erie, Pennsylvania. 



The hardware from Walker included his U. S. Patent No.647.775 of April 17, 1900, for a 
self-pulling bell with cap lifter and wire breaker prong.  

Hasselbring employed carvers using stag handles for their art. 



The Hasselbring < J H > mark is on the tail of each of these carvings. 



The silver mounts of the stag 
handle corkscrews were often 
monogrammed. 

Stag handles with a cheaper version of Walker’s bell. 



After Prohibition, Hasselbring imported 
hardware from Germany. The frames 
were in the style of Theodor Fischer’s 
German Registered Design No. 172,253 
of June 12, 1903. The two above have 
stag handles and on the right is a 
polished horn handle. 



From the 1930s on, Hasselbring’s corkscrews and other products were 
produced in Art Deco mode. For these pieces he used silver handles. 



With the end of Prohibition in 1933 and into the 1950s, Hassselbring produced a 
variety of bar sets for the homeowner to enjoy is wine, beer, and mixed drinks.  



The ultimate Hasselbring bar sets had every bar tool imaginable. 



The bar sets were nested in sturdy wooden boxes. The corkscrew and bottle opener 
on the left below were part of a bar set. Corkscrews and bottle openers were also 
sold separately. 


